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Composition — Difficulty: 6 straightforward · 4 medium · 1 deep | Types: 5 Short · 4 Very short · 2 MCQ

Q1.  straightforward  initial-understanding  § Introduction

Mention any two ways in which agriculture contributes to India's economy other than providing food.

◆ Agriculture

Q2.  medium  initial-understanding  § TYPES OF FARMING

What is 'slash and burn' agriculture? Describe any two features of this farming practice.

◆ Agriculture

Q3.  straightforward  initial-understanding  § TYPES OF FARMING

Which one of the following best describes plantation farming?
(A) Small family-owned farms growing several crops for home use
(B) Large-scale cultivation of a single crop using capital-intensive inputs, with produce going entirely to industry
(C) Rain-fed farming on hilly slopes using only traditional tools
(D) Subsistence farming practised on fragmented land holdings

A Small family-owned farms growing several crops for home use
B Large-scale cultivation of a single crop using capital-intensive inputs, with produce going entirely to industry
C Rain-fed farming on hilly slopes using only traditional tools
D Subsistence farming practised on fragmented land holdings

◆ Agriculture

Q4.  medium  initial-understanding  § TYPES OF FARMING

The same crop can be a commercial crop in one region and a subsistence crop in another. Using any one crop as an 
example, explain how this is possible.

◆ Agriculture

Q5.  straightforward  initial-understanding  § CROPPING PATTERN

India has three main cropping seasons. Name them and state the approximate sowing and harvesting months for any one 
of them.

◆ Agriculture
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Q6.  straightforward  initial-understanding  § Major Crops

Why are pulses particularly valued in a vegetarian diet, and what special property do most of them add to the soil?

◆ Agriculture

Q7.  straightforward  initial-understanding  § Major Crops

What specific nutrients present in ragi make it an important food crop, especially in dry and hilly regions of India?

◆ Agriculture

Q8.  medium  initial-understanding  § Major Crops

In India, rice is grown both as a subsistence crop and as a commercial crop. What does this mean, and why does the same 
crop serve different purposes in different regions?

◆ Agriculture

Q9.  straightforward  initial-understanding  § Major Crops

Which of the following is NOT a kharif crop?

A Cotton
B Groundnut
C Mustard
D Jute

◆ Agriculture

Q10.  deep  initial-understanding  § Major Crops

Compare the climate and soil conditions required for the cultivation of cotton and jute in India. How do their 
requirements differ from each other?

◆ Agriculture

Q11.  medium  initial-understanding  § Technological and Institutional Reforms

Why does the government announce minimum support prices and procurement prices for important crops?

◆ Agriculture
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