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Q1.  medium  thorough-understanding  § Introduction

Before the age of print, knowledge among common people was transmitted largely through oral traditions, hand-copied 
manuscripts, and the church. Analyse how the arrival of printed books disrupted each of these channels, and assess 
whether this disruption was liberating or destabilising for society.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q2.  deep  thorough-understanding  § Introduction

Print technology did not simply add a new way of making books — it transformed people's relationship with information, 
institutions and authority. Do you agree? Justify your answer with reference to at least two different areas of life.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q3.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 1 The First Printed Books

Early Chinese books were printed using the 'accordion' fold rather than being printed on both sides of a sheet. What 
property of the paper used made this format necessary, and what does this tell us about the relationship between available 
materials and the development of print technology?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q4.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 1 The First Printed Books

By the seventeenth century, print culture in China had diversified significantly beyond its early uses. Analyse how the 
expansion of the reading public in China changed both the content produced and the kinds of people who engaged with 
printed material. Support your answer with specific examples.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q5.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 1 The First Printed Books

The spread of print technology across Asia and into Europe was rarely accidental — it followed specific human actors and 
motivations. Using examples from at least two different regions or time periods, analyse the key forces that drove the 
transmission of print technology across cultures. What does this pattern reveal about the relationship between print and 
power?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Q6.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 1.1 Print in Japan

[short_answer] Buddhist missionaries introduced hand-printing technology to Japan centuries before printed books 
became widely available there. What does the slow spread of this technology within Japanese society suggest about the 
factors that determine whether a new technology is adopted rapidly or gradually by a civilisation? Support your answer 
with relevant examples from the chapter.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q7.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 1.1 Print in Japan

In the late eighteenth century, ukiyo prints produced in Edo depicted courtesans, artists, and teahouse gatherings. What 
does the subject matter of these prints reveal about the society that produced and consumed them?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q8.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 1.1 Print in Japan

[long_answer] Ukiyo prints originated in Edo, Japan, as popular woodblock prints depicting everyday urban life, yet they 
eventually crossed oceans and deeply influenced European art movements in the nineteenth century. Using this example 
and others from the chapter, evaluate the role of print technology in enabling the exchange of artistic and cultural ideas 
across different societies and time periods.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q9.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

Woodblock printing reached Europe well before Gutenberg, yet handwritten manuscripts continued to be produced and 
even grew in volume for some time after its introduction. Why did manuscript culture persist and even expand despite the 
availability of this new technology? Give two reasons.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q10.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

Luxury editions of books in early Europe were handwritten on vellum and sought after by aristocrats, who dismissed 
cheaper printed copies as 'vulgar'. Yet Gutenberg's printed Bible was deliberately designed to closely resemble 
handwritten manuscripts — with ornamental metal type, hand-painted borders and illustrated pages. What does this 
deliberate imitation reveal about the challenges a new technology faces when it enters a society that values the old?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q11.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

Between 1450 and 1550, printing presses were set up across most of Europe, and the number of printed book copies rose 
from about 20 million in the latter half of the fifteenth century to around 200 million in the sixteenth century. Which of 
the following best explains the primary driver behind the rapid geographic spread of printing presses during this period?

(A) European monarchs funded the establishment of presses in every country to promote literacy among common people.
(B) German printers travelled to other countries seeking work, actively helping to set up new presses across Europe.
(C) The Catholic Church sponsored the production of religious texts in all European languages to counter heresy.
(D) Italian merchants imported Chinese woodblock technology and adapted it for use across European trade routes.

A European monarchs funded the establishment of presses in every country to promote literacy among common
people.
B German printers travelled to other countries seeking work, actively helping to set up new presses across Europe.
C The Catholic Church sponsored the production of religious texts in all European languages.
D Booksellers organised international book fairs that made it profitable to open presses in new locations.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Q12.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

Johann Gutenberg did not invent his printing press from scratch — he adapted technologies already familiar to him. 
Identify any TWO existing crafts or tools that directly shaped the design of his printing press, and explain what specific 
element of the press each one contributed to.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q13.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

The transition from handwritten manuscripts to Gutenberg's printed books is often described as a 'print revolution'. 
Evaluate the appropriateness of calling this transition a revolution. Support your answer with specific evidence from 
Europe between the mid-fifteenth and end of the sixteenth century.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q14.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

[very_short_answer] Gutenberg adapted an existing technology from everyday agricultural life to build his printing press. 
Name that technology and briefly explain what principle of printing it made possible.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q15.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

Gutenberg's background as a goldsmith and his experience with lead moulds both contributed to his printing press. How 
did these two skills come together in the actual working of the press?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q16.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

Which of the following best explains why no two copies of Gutenberg's Bible were identical, even though they were 
produced on the same printing press?

A The metal type used for printing wore down differently for each copy, producing slight variations in the text.
B Each purchaser chose a different painting school to hand-illuminate the borders and illustrations, making every
copy unique.
C Gutenberg deliberately varied the layout of each copy to prevent counterfeiting.
D The paper used was handmade and of uneven quality, distorting the printed text differently each time.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q17.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

Elites of the time preferred that no two copies of a printed book were exactly the same. What does this preference reveal 
about how they valued printed books compared to what the printing press was actually designed to achieve?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q18.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

[short_answer] Within about a century of Gutenberg's invention, the number of printed books in Europe multiplied 
dramatically. Identify and explain TWO factors that drove this rapid expansion in the output of printed books across 
Europe between the mid-15th and mid-16th centuries.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q19.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

[short_answer] The introduction of moveable metal type was a fundamental improvement over the earlier woodblock 
method of printing books. Explain the key limitations of woodblock printing that moveable type overcame, and why this 
made large-scale book production feasible.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Q20.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

Despite the printing press being a new mechanical technology, the first printed books were deliberately made to look like 
handwritten manuscripts. Why would printers make this choice, and what does it suggest about the challenges of 
introducing a radically new technology into society?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q21.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

[very_short_answer] The printing press spread from Germany to most of Europe within roughly a century of its 
invention. Apart from the technology itself, what was the primary human factor responsible for this rapid geographical 
diffusion?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q22.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3 The Print Revolution and Its Impact

Erasmus feared that the flood of printed books would destroy the value of good literature, while Luther celebrated print as 
'the ultimate gift of God.' Using these two contrasting views, explain how the same technology — the printing press — 
could be seen as both a threat and a blessing during the Reformation period. What does this tell us about the relationship 
between print and the control of ideas?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q23.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.1 A New Reading Public

Printing dramatically reduced the cost and time required to produce books in early modern Europe, yet the spread of print 
culture among ordinary people was not immediate. Identify the key challenge that continued to limit access to printed 
books, and explain how publishers attempted to address it.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q24.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.1 A New Reading Public

Before the age of print, reading was largely a privilege of the elite, while common people participated in an oral culture. 
How did the coming of print transform this relationship between oral and written culture? Was the boundary between the 
two cleanly removed?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q25.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

[short_answer] Martin Luther's ideas spread across Germany within weeks of his writing them, a speed unimaginable 
before the printing press. Explain the specific role print played in transforming Luther's theological protest into a 
continent-wide religious movement, and why he viewed the press as a tool of divine providence.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q26.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

The Roman Catholic Church imposed an Index of Prohibited Books from 1558. What sequence of events in the preceding 
decades made such a measure seem necessary to Church authorities?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Q27.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

[short_answer] Menocchio was an obscure miller in sixteenth-century Italy, yet the Roman Catholic Church launched an 
Inquisition against him. What does this reveal about the Church's understanding of the relationship between print culture 
and the spread of heterodox ideas among ordinary people?

A Menocchio had used the printing press to publish and widely circulate a rival Bible translation.
B Print had made books accessible to ordinary people like Menocchio, enabling individual reinterpretation of scripture
that threatened Church authority over religious truth.
C Menocchio was a government official whose views influenced public policy directly.
D The Church feared that Menocchio's ideas would reach aristocratic circles and undermine royal support for
Catholicism.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q28.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

Both monarchs and religious authorities feared the effects of print, yet so did some scholars and writers. Using the 
example of Erasmus, explain what distinguished a scholar's fear of print from the fear expressed by the Church and 
monarchs.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q29.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

[long_answer] Using the career of Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation as your central case study, analyse the 
dual-edged nature of print culture in early modern Europe: how did the same technology simultaneously empower 
individuals to challenge authority and create new forms of social and religious instability?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q30.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.3 Print and Dissent

The Roman Catholic Church introduced the Index of Prohibited Books in the sixteenth century. What fundamental threat 
did widespread print pose to the Church's religious and social authority that compelled such a drastic measure? Support 
your answer with relevant examples.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q31.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.3 Print and Dissent

Consider the case of Menocchio, the miller from Italy. Which of the following best explains why his case was seen as 
particularly threatening to the Roman Catholic Church?

A He printed and distributed illegal copies of the Bible without Church permission.
B An ordinary, little-educated person had used widely available books to form his own views on God and Creation that
contradicted Church teachings.
C He publicly organised protests against the Church's collection of taxes from peasants.
D He translated religious scriptures into the local language, making them accessible to common people.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q32.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3.3 Print and Dissent

Martin Luther welcomed print enthusiastically, while the Roman Catholic Church moved to restrict it. Yet both were 
responding to the same fundamental property of print. What was that property, and why did it lead these two sides to such 
opposite reactions?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Q33.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3.3 Print and Dissent

Erasmus, a humanist scholar who himself criticised certain Catholic practices, expressed deep anxiety about the 
unchecked spread of print. The Roman Catholic Church also sought to control print during the same period. Were their 
concerns about print fundamentally the same or different? Justify your answer with specific reference to what each found 
threatening about the printed book.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q34.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

Despite the rapid growth of print in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe, publishers faced a major obstacle in 
reaching the majority of the population. What was this obstacle, and what specific strategies did printers and publishers 
adopt to overcome it?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q35.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

A historian argues: 'The spread of print in eighteenth-century Europe blurred the boundary between those who read and 
those who could not read.' Do you agree? Justify your answer with evidence.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q36.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

[mcq] Which of the following best explains why novels became so central to nineteenth-century print culture in Europe?
((A)) Novels were the only genre that could be serialised in newspapers, making them cheaper to produce than poetry or 
essays.
((B)) The novel's focus on private, individual lives resonated with a growing urban middle class that consumed print for 
leisure and self-reflection.
((C)) Governments actively promoted novel-reading because it kept citizens away from politically dangerous pamphlets.
((D)) Novels required no prior literary education, so they replaced all earlier forms of print among working-class readers.

A Novels were cheaper to produce than newspapers and journals.
B Novels reflected readers' own lives, experiences, emotions and relationships, catering to the desires of a growing
literate public.
C Novels replaced religious texts as the primary reading material for the educated elite.
D Novels were the only literary form that could be serialised in periodicals.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q37.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

Eighteenth-century European thinkers like Louise-Sebastien Mercier believed that print would end despotism and usher 
in an age of reason. What was the reasoning behind this conviction, and what caution must a historian apply when 
evaluating such a claim?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q38.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

[short_answer] Technological improvements in printing across the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries did not merely 
speed up production — they fundamentally changed who could afford and access print. Substantiate this statement by 
referring to at least three specific technological developments and explaining the social consequence of each.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Q39.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

[short_answer] Publishers in the nineteenth century adopted several commercial strategies to maintain and expand 
readership in the face of economic constraints and limited literacy. Explain any two such strategies and analyse how each 
one addressed a specific challenge faced by the publishing industry.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q40.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4.1 'Tremble, therefore, tyrants of the world!'

Louise-Sebastien Mercier declared, 'The printing press is the most powerful engine of progress and public opinion is the 
force that will sweep despotism away.' Explain the reasoning behind this belief: how did the spread of print culture in 
eighteenth-century Europe challenge the authority of rulers and traditional power structures?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q41.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Historians argue that print 'created a new culture of dialogue and debate' that contributed to the French Revolution. 
Explain what this means and why such a culture was dangerous to the existing social order.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q42.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Louise-Sebastien Mercier declared, 'The printing press is the most powerful engine of progress and public opinion is the 
force that will sweep despotism away.' What connection was Mercier making between the printed word and political 
change?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q43.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

In pre-revolutionary France, cartoons and caricatures of the monarchy circulated underground rather than being 
published openly. What does this tell us about both the power and the limits of print as a tool of political change?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q44.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Enlightenment texts by Voltaire and Rousseau and underground pamphlets mocking the king both circulated in pre-
revolutionary France. Compare the ways in which each type of printed material challenged the existing political and social 
order.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q45.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Some historians claim that print culture caused the French Revolution, while others are cautious about this claim. 
Evaluate both sides of this argument, using specific evidence from the role of print in eighteenth-century France.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q46.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Both Enlightenment literature and pro-monarchy propaganda circulated through print in pre-revolutionary France. Does 
the existence of competing printed viewpoints suggest that print had little real influence on public opinion, or does it 
strengthen the argument for print's role in bringing about revolutionary change? Justify your answer with specific 
examples.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Q47.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 5 The Nineteenth Century

[short_answer] Publishers in nineteenth-century England used serialisation in periodicals and shilling series to boost 
sales, while in the 1930s they introduced cheap paperback editions. What does this pattern reveal about the relationship 
between the economic conditions of the reading public and the strategies publishers adopted to sustain and expand print 
culture?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q48.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 5.1 Children, Women and Workers

When the Grimm Brothers published their collection of folk tales in 1812, they edited out content considered vulgar or 
unsuitable for children. What does this editorial choice reveal about the relationship between print and the transmission 
of oral/folk traditions?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q49.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 5.1 Children, Women and Workers

[mcq] Lending libraries became widespread in nineteenth-century England during a period when books were expensive. 
Which of the following best explains their most significant social impact?
(A) They allowed wealthy readers to avoid purchasing books outright
(B) They enabled artisans and lower-middle-class workers to access books they could not afford to buy
(C) They helped publishers control the circulation of radical literature
(D) They replaced the role of the Church in promoting literacy among the poor

A They provided workers with official government documents and legal tracts free of charge.
B They gave access to books and knowledge to people who could not afford to buy them, enabling self-improvement
outside working hours.
C They replaced formal schooling for children of the working class.
D They were set up by the government to spread nationalist ideas among the working population.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q50.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 5.1 Children, Women and Workers

[long_answer] By the late nineteenth century, the reading public in Europe had expanded dramatically beyond the 
educated elite. Analyse the social and economic developments that drove this expansion and evaluate how they collectively 
transformed the publishing industry and the nature of printed material produced during this period.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q51.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 5.2 Further Innovations

Printing technology underwent several major improvements between the early nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Arrange the following developments in the correct chronological order and briefly explain what each contributed to the 
growth of print culture:
(i) Power-driven cylindrical press
(ii) Electrically operated press
(iii) Offset press

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q52.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 5.2 Further Innovations

Publishers in the nineteenth century used several strategies to keep books selling even during difficult economic times. 
Describe any two such strategies and explain, in each case, why that particular strategy would have been effective.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Q53.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 6 India and the World of Print

Despite having a rich tradition of handwritten manuscripts, students in pre-colonial Bengal's village schools often learnt to
write without actually reading any texts. What does this tell us about the limitations of manuscripts as a tool for spreading 
literacy, and how did the arrival of print technology address these limitations?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q54.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 6.1 Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

In pre-colonial Bengal, village schools often produced students who could recite texts fluently but had never personally 
read or owned a book. How did the nature of manuscript production make this kind of rote, oral-centred education almost 
inevitable? What does this reveal about the relationship between manuscript culture and the spread of knowledge?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q55.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 6.1 Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

Manuscripts in India continued to be produced well into the late nineteenth century even after print technology had 
arrived. Yet they were never widely used in everyday life. What were the key reasons for this, and why could print solve 
these problems where manuscripts could not?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q56.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 6.1 Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

A historian argues: 'In pre-print India, the limited reach of manuscripts was not merely a technical problem — it was a 
social and structural one.' Using your knowledge of how manuscripts were produced, copied, and used in India, evaluate 
this claim. Do you agree that the barriers were structural rather than simply technological? Support your answer with 
specific evidence.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q57.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 6.2 Print Comes to India

The printing press first arrived in India through Portuguese missionaries in Goa, yet English-language printing took much 
longer to establish itself. What does this suggest about the primary motivation behind early printing in India — was it 
commercial, religious, or colonial? Justify your answer with evidence.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q58.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 6.2 Print Comes to India

James Augustus Hickey described his Bengal Gazette as 'a commercial paper open to all, but influenced by none.' Yet 
Governor-General Warren Hastings moved to persecute him. What was the real conflict here, and how did Hastings's 
reaction ultimately shape the Indian newspaper landscape of the late eighteenth century?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q59.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

Why did religious scholars in nineteenth-century north India adopt print technology to disseminate Islamic teachings, and 
what does their choice of medium and language reveal about the changing relationship between religious authority and 
the wider community of believers?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q60.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

Rammohun Roy published the Sambad Kaumudi while the Hindu orthodoxy responded with the Samachar Chandrika. 
What does this episode reveal about how print changed the nature of religious and social debate in early nineteenth-
century India?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Q61.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

Which of the following best explains why nineteenth-century Indian social reformers chose to publish in vernacular 
languages rather than in Sanskrit or Persian?

(A) Sanskrit and Persian typefaces were not available on printing presses at the time
(B) Reaching a wider public of ordinary readers required writing in languages people actually spoke
(C) The colonial government banned publications in classical languages
(D) Vernacular texts were cheaper to print than texts in classical scripts

A Sanskrit and Persian scripts were incompatible with the new printing presses available in India.
B Colonial authorities had banned the use of classical languages in the press.
C To reach the widest possible audience and draw more people into public debate.
D Ordinary languages were considered more prestigious than classical ones by the orthodoxy.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q62.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

How did the Deoband Seminary use print as a tool to guide Muslim daily life, and what does this suggest about print's role 
beyond just spreading 'new' or reformist ideas?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q63.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

The debates around widow immolation, monotheism and idolatry in Bengal were not just religious — they were also 
political. Justify this statement with reference to the role print played in these controversies.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q64.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

Evaluate the statement: 'Print in nineteenth-century India was a double-edged weapon — it was used both to challenge 
tradition and to defend it.' Use evidence from the religious reform debates to support your answer.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q65.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

How did the printing of religious texts in vernacular languages in affordable, portable formats transform religious practice 
in nineteenth-century India? In what ways was this a departure from the traditions associated with hand-copied 
manuscripts?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q66.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8 New Forms of Publication

Rashsundari Debi and Tarabai Shinde both wrote about women's lives in nineteenth-century India. Compare their 
contexts and motivations, and explain what their ability to write and publish reveals about the relationship between print 
culture and women's social position during this period.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q67.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8 New Forms of Publication

Jyotiba Phule, B.R. Ambedkar, and Kashibaba — a Bombay millworker — all used print to challenge social inequality, yet 
they came from very different positions in society. What does this suggest about how print culture changed the 
relationship between social power and public voice in nineteenth and early twentieth-century India?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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[3]

[3]

[3]

[1]

[3]

[3]

[3]

[2]

Q68.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8 New Forms of Publication

By the 1870s, caricatures and cartoons in Indian journals simultaneously mocked educated Indians who imitated Western 
culture AND criticised British imperial rule. How does the existence of both types of cartoon in the same period reflect the 
complex tensions within Indian society that print culture was both expressing and shaping?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q69.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Rashsundari Debi wrote Amar Jiban in nineteenth-century Bengal. What was significant about this work in the context of 
Indian literary history, and why are the conditions under which she produced it considered particularly remarkable?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q70.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Conservative Hindus and orthodox Muslims both opposed female literacy in nineteenth-century India, yet their specific 
fears were different. What did each group fear, and what do these different fears reveal about the social role print had 
come to play?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q71.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

[short_answer] Before women's schools became widely available in nineteenth-century India, some liberal Hindu and 
Muslim husbands and fathers began educating their wives and daughters at home. What motivated them to take this step, 
and why was such private education considered a safer alternative by many families?

A The colonial government legally required home education for women before school enrolment.
B Women's reading had grown enormously due to novels and social reform writing, creating demand for literacy.
C Penny magazines were exclusively designed for home-based learning and required a tutor.
D Women's schools charged fees that only wealthy families could afford.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q72.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

How did the content of journals written for and sometimes edited by women in early twentieth-century India reflect the 
broader tensions of that era? Give at least two specific examples of the issues they addressed.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q73.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Kailashbashini Debi and Tarabai Shinde both wrote about women's lives in the latter half of the nineteenth century, but 
their focus was somewhat different. Compare what each of them highlighted in their writings.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q74.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

A character in a Tamil novel says, 'For various reasons, my world is small … More than half my life's happiness has come 
from books.' Why would this statement resonate so powerfully for women in nineteenth-century India specifically, as 
opposed to men of the same period?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q75.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Battala in Calcutta became a hub for printing popular literature aimed at women in the nineteenth century. What kinds of 
content did these publications include, and how did the manner in which they were sold or distributed reflect the social 
restrictions women faced at the time?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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[3]
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Q76.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Hindi printing gained momentum only from the 1870s, and a significant proportion of early Hindi publications focused on 
women's education. What does this combination — a late start and a strong emphasis on women — suggest about the 
social and cultural priorities of those who championed Hindi print culture?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q77.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

The girl in a conservative Muslim family of north India insisted on learning Urdu rather than only reading the Arabic 
Quran. What does this act of defiance reveal about the relationship between language, comprehension and the desire for 
education among women at the time?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q78.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Across the nineteenth century, women shifted from being only the subjects of writing to also becoming its authors and 
editors. Identify two women writers from different regions of India and explain what their writing contributed — both in 
terms of what they wrote about and what their act of writing itself represented.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q79.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.2 Print and the Poor People

[1m, mcq] In early twentieth-century India, wealthy patrons and mill-owners funded public libraries primarily because:
(A) The colonial government mandated private funding for public education
(B) Libraries served as centres for spreading nationalist ideas and social reform alongside literacy
(C) Printed books had become too expensive for individual ownership
(D) The colonial government had banned the sale of political pamphlets in public spaces

A It allowed them to profit from the sale of cheap books to the poor.
B It was a way of gaining social prestige in their communities.
C It helped them avoid paying taxes to the colonial government.
D It gave them direct control over what the poor were allowed to read.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q80.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.2 Print and the Poor People

Jyotiba Phule, B.R. Ambedkar, and Periyar all used print to address a common social problem. What was that problem, 
and why was print a particularly powerful tool for their cause compared to earlier forms of communication?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q81.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.2 Print and the Poor People

[3m, short_answer] In 1938, Kashibaba, a Kanpur millworker, wrote and published Chhote Aur Bade Ka Sawal. What 
does this example reveal about the relationship between print culture and the self-expression of marginalised 
communities in colonial India? Support your answer with at least one other example from this period.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q82.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.2 Print and the Poor People

[5m, long_answer] 'Libraries set up by workers and reformers in colonial India served purposes far beyond providing 
access to books.' Evaluate this statement by examining the social, political, and educational roles these institutions played. 
How did they reflect the broader relationship between print culture, social reform, and the nationalist movement?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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[1]

[3]

[3]

[3]

[3]

[5]

[5]

[5]

Q83.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

Before 1798, the East India Company's censorship measures were directed not against Indian writers but against 
Englishmen in India who criticised Company rule. What was the Company's primary reason for wanting to suppress such 
criticism?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q84.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

The Vernacular Press Act of 1878 was modelled on the Irish Press Laws and gave the government sweeping powers over 
Indian-language newspapers. Describe the step-by-step process the government used under this Act to deal with a 
newspaper that published material it considered seditious.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q85.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

In 1835, Governor-General Bentinck revised the press laws to restore earlier freedoms. Yet just over two decades later, 
after 1857, the colonial government moved sharply in the opposite direction. What changed after 1857 that caused this 
reversal in colonial press policy?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q86.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

[short_answer] Balgangadhar Tilak was sentenced to six years' imprisonment in 1908 after his newspaper Kesari 
published articles that the colonial government deemed seditious. Analyse what the public reaction to his arrest revealed 
about the relationship between press censorship and the growth of nationalist consciousness in India.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q87.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

[short_answer] Gandhi argued that the fight for Swaraj was inseparable from the freedom of the press and liberty of 
speech. Using evidence from the chapter on how print culture shaped nationalist consciousness in India, explain why 
control over the press was seen as central to both colonial domination and anti-colonial resistance.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q88.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

During both the First and Second World Wars, the colonial government used wartime emergency laws to impose severe 
restrictions on the Indian press — including requiring newspapers to deposit securities and censoring reports on specific 
movements. Evaluate how these wartime censorship measures reflected the colonial state's broader attitude towards the 
Indian press throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q89.  deep  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

Print technology travelled from East Asia to Europe and eventually to India, but the social impact it produced differed at 
each stage. Trace how the spread of print transformed society differently in China/Japan, in early modern Europe, and in 
nineteenth-century India, identifying ONE key social change specific to each region.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q90.  deep  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

Both in Reformation Europe and in colonial India, religious authorities tried to control what people read. Compare the 
methods used by the Roman Catholic Church in Europe with those used by the colonial government in India to suppress 
unwanted printed material, and explain why neither effort was fully successful.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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[1]
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[3]

[3]

Q91.  medium  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

Consider the following two statements:
Assertion (A): The arrival of the printing press in Europe initially alarmed both the Church and ruling monarchs.
Reason (R): Print made it possible for ideas critical of established authority to reach a wide audience quickly, reducing the 
ability of those in power to control what people thought.
Choose the correct option:
(A) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
(B) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
(C) A is true but R is false.
(D) A is false but R is true.

A Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C A is true but R is false.
D A is false but R is true.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q92.  deep  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

A historian argues: 'Print did not create revolution or reform on its own — it only opened up the possibility of thinking 
differently.' Using evidence from BOTH the French Revolution and the religious reform debates in nineteenth-century 
India, assess how far this statement is justified.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q93.  medium  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

[short_answer] Printing technology underwent several major transformations between the fifteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. For any TWO such technological developments in the history of print, explain what specific limitation of the 
previous method each new development addressed, and how overcoming that limitation changed the reach or speed of 
print culture.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q94.  medium  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

Women in both Europe and India faced barriers to reading and writing, yet print culture eventually expanded their world 
significantly. Identify ONE barrier women faced in Europe and ONE in India, and for each explain how print helped 
overcome or work around that barrier.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Q95.  medium  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

[short_answer] Jyotiba Phule, B.R. Ambedkar, and Kashibaba each used print to challenge social injustice, yet they came 
from different backgrounds and addressed different aspects of oppression. What common function did print serve for all 
three of them? Explain why access to low-cost print was particularly important for this function to be effective.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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[3]

C B S E  C L A S S  X

Social Science (087)
ANSWER KEY

AI-generated question paper

Code: ZUHWM2 Questions: 95 Maximum Marks: 283 Generated: 2026-06-26 10:50

Q1.  medium  thorough-understanding  § Introduction

Before the age of print, knowledge among common people was transmitted largely through oral traditions, hand-copied 
manuscripts, and the church. Analyse how the arrival of printed books disrupted each of these channels, and assess 
whether this disruption was liberating or destabilising for society.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 14:59 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Before print, knowledge spread through oral traditions (stories, ballads, sacred texts recited aloud), hand-
copied manuscripts (expensive, scarce, available only to elites), and the Church (which controlled religious
knowledge).

Print disrupted all three: books flooded the market at lower cost, replacing manuscripts; printers published
ballads and folk tales, blending oral and print culture; and reformers like Martin Luther used print to challenge
Church authority, sparking the Protestant Reformation.

This disruption was both liberating and destabilising — it widened access to knowledge but also spread
"rebellious and irreligious" ideas, alarming authorities who feared loss of control.
Source: Chapter 5 — A New Reading Public; Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

---

Explanation

The question has three parts woven into one: oral tradition, manuscripts, Church — address all three briefly.
The key CBSE expectation here is to use textbook evidence (Luther, cheap books, ballads recited at taverns)
rather than general knowledge.
The "liberating vs. destabilising" part is analytical — examiners want both sides acknowledged in one or two
lines, not a one-sided answer.
Do not over-explain; at 3 marks, tight paragraphs like the above are sufficient.
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[3]Q2.  deep  thorough-understanding  § Introduction

Print technology did not simply add a new way of making books — it transformed people's relationship with information, 
institutions and authority. Do you agree? Justify your answer with reference to at least two different areas of life.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 14:59 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Yes, I agree. Print technology transformed people's relationship with information, institutions, and authority in
multiple ways.
Religious life: Martin Luther's Ninety-Five Theses (1517), criticising the Roman Catholic Church, were printed
and circulated widely. This challenged Church authority and led to the Protestant Reformation, showing how
print could shake established institutions.

Reading culture: Print reduced the cost of books and expanded readership. A new "reading public" emerged
from what was earlier only a "hearing public." Common people could now access ideas independently, weakening
the elite's monopoly over knowledge and information.
Thus, print did not merely add a new method of book-making; it fundamentally altered how people thought,
questioned authority, and engaged with the world.

Source: Chapter 5, Sections 3.1 and 3.2

---

Explanation

The question asks you to agree/disagree and justify — always state your position clearly in line 1.
Use two distinct areas (religion + reading culture works perfectly here); one example per area is enough.
Quote the textbook phrases like "reading public" / "hearing public" and mention Luther specifically —
examiners look for these.
Avoid copying large chunks; paraphrase and link back to the question's key words: information, institutions,
authority.
3 marks = brief intro + two developed points + one-line conclusion. No need for more.
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[3]Q3.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 1 The First Printed Books

Early Chinese books were printed using the 'accordion' fold rather than being printed on both sides of a sheet. What 
property of the paper used made this format necessary, and what does this tell us about the relationship between available 
materials and the development of print technology?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 14:59 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The paper used in early Chinese printing was thin and porous, which meant ink soaked through it. As a result,
both sides of a sheet could not be printed. This made it necessary to fold the paper like an accordion and
stitch it at the side, creating the characteristic "accordion book" format.

This shows that print technology does not develop in isolation — it is directly shaped by the materials available.
The limitations of the material (porous paper) dictated the physical format of the book itself, demonstrating that
technological innovation must work within the constraints of existing resources.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 1 — The First Printed Books

---

Explanation
The key property examiners want is thin and porous — both words matter, as porosity is the reason ink
bleeds through.
The second part asks for an inference about "materials vs. technology" — always answer the
analytical/inferential part; it's usually worth the final mark.
Avoid writing a long essay. Two short paragraphs — one factual, one analytical — is the perfect structure for a
3-mark question like this.
Quote or closely paraphrase the textbook: "both sides of the thin, porous sheet could not be printed" is
directly from the source and earns credit.
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[3]Q4.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 1 The First Printed Books

By the seventeenth century, print culture in China had diversified significantly beyond its early uses. Analyse how the 
expansion of the reading public in China changed both the content produced and the kinds of people who engaged with 
printed material. Support your answer with specific examples.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 14:59 · grounding rag

Model Answer

By the seventeenth century, urban growth in China expanded the reading public beyond scholar-officials.
Merchants began using print to collect trade information. Reading became a leisure activity, and new
readership demanded fictional narratives, poetry, autobiographies, romantic plays, and anthologies of literary
masterpieces. The content thus shifted from examination textbooks to entertainment and personal expression.
Notably, rich women began to read, and many — including wives of scholar-officials and courtesans — started
publishing their poetry, plays, and accounts of their own lives.

Source: Chapter 5, Section — The First Printed Books

---

Explanation
This question asks you to analyse — so link the expansion of readership to changes in content AND new
types of readers. Don't just list facts.
Three key points examiners expect: (1) merchants as new readers, (2) shift in content (fiction, poetry, plays),
(3) women as readers and writers — all three are in the passage.
Avoid copying sentences verbatim; paraphrase to show understanding.
At 3 marks, two focused paragraphs (or one tight paragraph with clear points) is sufficient — do not over-
write.
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[3]Q5.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 1 The First Printed Books

The spread of print technology across Asia and into Europe was rarely accidental — it followed specific human actors and 
motivations. Using examples from at least two different regions or time periods, analyse the key forces that drove the 
transmission of print technology across cultures. What does this pattern reveal about the relationship between print and 
power?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 14:59 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Two key forces drove the transmission of print technology: state power and commercial/cultural
expansion.

In China, the imperial state drove print through civil service examinations — textbooks were printed in vast
numbers under state sponsorship. As urban culture grew in the 17th century, merchants and new readers
expanded print's uses further.

In the late 19th century, Western powers establishing outposts in China imported mechanical presses, making
Shanghai the hub of new print culture.

This pattern reveals that print followed power — states used it to consolidate authority, while expanding
powers spread it to new regions to serve their interests.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 1 — The First Printed Books
---

Explanation

The question asks for two regions/time periods — use China (early imperial + 17th century urban) and
China's contact with the West (19th century) as two distinct phases, or contrast China and Europe.
Examiners award marks for: identifying specific forces (state, commerce, colonialism), giving named
examples, and drawing a conclusion about print and power.
Keep the concluding insight sharp: print was a tool of authority, not just communication.
Avoid vague statements — always anchor to specific evidence from the text.
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[3]Q6.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 1.1 Print in Japan

[short_answer] Buddhist missionaries introduced hand-printing technology to Japan centuries before printed books 
became widely available there. What does the slow spread of this technology within Japanese society suggest about the 
factors that determine whether a new technology is adopted rapidly or gradually by a civilisation? Support your answer 
with relevant examples from the chapter.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 14:59 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The slow spread of hand-printing in Japan (introduced ~AD 768–770, yet the first printed book appeared only in
AD 868) shows that a technology spreads rapidly only when social demand, literacy, and institutional support
exist. In China, the imperial state actively drove print by sponsoring examination textbooks, creating mass
demand. In Japan, print initially served only Buddhist religious purposes; wider adoption came later when urban
culture flourished—by the 18th century, libraries and bookstores were packed with hand-printed material on
cooking, etiquette, poetry, and art. This shows that technology alone is insufficient; social context, readership,
and patronage determine the pace of adoption.

Source: Chapter 5 — The Age of Print, Sections: The First Printed Books; Print in Japan

---

Explanation
The examiner expects you to:

1. Note the time gap (technology introduced ~768 CE, first book 868 CE, mass culture only 18th century) as
evidence of gradual adoption.

2. Contrast with China's faster spread (imperial state drove demand through civil service exams).
3. Conclude with a generalisation: adoption depends on social demand, literacy, and institutional/state

support—not technology alone.
Avoid writing a vague essay; anchor every point in the passage with a specific example.
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[3]Q7.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 1.1 Print in Japan

In the late eighteenth century, ukiyo prints produced in Edo depicted courtesans, artists, and teahouse gatherings. What 
does the subject matter of these prints reveal about the society that produced and consumed them?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 14:59 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The ukiyo prints of late eighteenth-century Edo reveal a prosperous, culturally sophisticated urban
society. The depiction of courtesans, artists, and teahouse gatherings shows that the city's wealthy urban circles
valued art, leisure, and refined entertainment. The existence of libraries and bookstores packed with printed
material further indicates a literate, consumer culture with varied tastes. The prints reflect a society where
ordinary urban experiences — social gatherings, aesthetic pleasures — were considered worthy subjects of art
and mass publication.

Source: Print in Japan, Section 1.1, Chapter 5 — Print Culture and the Modern World

---

Explanation

The examiner wants you to read the prints as social evidence — what do the subjects tell us about the
people who made/bought them?
Key ideas to hit: urban prosperity, leisure culture, literacy, and the commodification of art.
Avoid writing about ukiyo technique or artists in detail — the question is about society, not art history.
Always anchor your answer in the passage: "flourishing urban circles," "libraries and bookstores packed," and
the depicted subjects (courtesans, artists, teahouses) are your evidence.
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[5]Q8.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 1.1 Print in Japan

[long_answer] Ukiyo prints originated in Edo, Japan, as popular woodblock prints depicting everyday urban life, yet they 
eventually crossed oceans and deeply influenced European art movements in the nineteenth century. Using this example 
and others from the chapter, evaluate the role of print technology in enabling the exchange of artistic and cultural ideas 
across different societies and time periods.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:00 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Print technology played a crucial role in enabling the exchange of artistic and cultural ideas across societies and
time periods.

1. Ukiyo prints across continents: Kitagawa Utamaro's ukiyo prints, depicting ordinary urban life in Edo,
travelled to Europe and the US, directly influencing artists like Manet, Monet, and Van Gogh —
demonstrating how woodblock print technology carried Japanese artistic styles westward.

1. Buddhism through print: Buddhist missionaries introduced hand-printing to Japan (AD 768–770). The
Diamond Sutra (AD 868) spread Buddhist ideas through text and woodcut illustrations, showing how print
transmitted religious and cultural knowledge across regions.

1. China's print culture expanding: By the seventeenth century, Chinese print culture diversified to include
poetry, fiction, and women's writing, enabling wider social groups to participate in cultural exchange.

1. India's visual culture: Raja Ravi Varma's prints, mass-produced and sold cheaply in bazaars, spread
mythological imagery across Indian society, shaping shared ideas about tradition, religion, and modernity.

Thus, print technology consistently broke geographical and social barriers, allowing artistic traditions and
cultural ideas to travel, merge, and transform across different societies and eras.

Source: Chapter 5 — Print Culture and the Modern World

---

Explanation

Examiners look for: a clear opening statement, specific named examples with relevant detail, and a concluding
evaluative sentence. The ukiyo example must be central (it's named in the question). Bring in at least 3–4
examples from the chapter (China, Japan/Diamond Sutra, India/Ravi Varma). Avoid vague generalisations —
use names, dates, and direct links from the passage. A short conclusion wrapping up the evaluation earns the
final mark.
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[3]Q9.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

Woodblock printing reached Europe well before Gutenberg, yet handwritten manuscripts continued to be produced and 
even grew in volume for some time after its introduction. Why did manuscript culture persist and even expand despite the 
availability of this new technology? Give two reasons.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:00 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Manuscript culture persisted despite woodblock printing for two main reasons:

1. Preference of the elite: Aristocratic circles and rich monastic libraries looked down on printed books as
"cheap vulgarities." They preferred luxury editions handwritten on expensive vellum, which were unique and
exclusive, as no two copies were exactly the same.

1. Organised production to meet demand: As demand for books grew, booksellers began organising
handwritten manuscript production on a larger scale, employing more than 50 scribes at a time — so
manuscript production actually expanded to keep pace with rising demand.

Source: Print Comes to Europe, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner expects both reasons to come directly from the passage. The key phrases to use are "cheap
vulgarities" (elite attitude) and "more than 50 scribes often worked for one bookseller" (organised, expanded
production). Avoid generic reasons like "people preferred handwriting" without the textbook's specific context.
Since it's 3 marks for 2 reasons, one reason with explanation earns 1 mark each, and the remaining mark goes to
overall clarity/accuracy.
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[3]Q10.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

Luxury editions of books in early Europe were handwritten on vellum and sought after by aristocrats, who dismissed 
cheaper printed copies as 'vulgar'. Yet Gutenberg's printed Bible was deliberately designed to closely resemble 
handwritten manuscripts — with ornamental metal type, hand-painted borders and illustrated pages. What does this 
deliberate imitation reveal about the challenges a new technology faces when it enters a society that values the old?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Gutenberg's deliberate imitation of handwritten manuscripts reveals that a new technology must conform to
existing tastes and values to gain acceptance. Since aristocrats dismissed printed books as "vulgar" and prized
handwritten manuscripts on vellum, Gutenberg used ornamental metal type, hand-painted borders, and
illustrated pages to make printed books visually indistinguishable from manuscripts. This shows that innovation
cannot ignore social resistance — it must first appear familiar and acceptable before it can displace the old. The
rich were even allowed to choose their own decorative styles, making each copy appear unique, since elites
valued exclusivity. Only after gaining legitimacy could print gradually transform society.

Source: Chapter 5, Sections 2 and 2.1

---

Explanation
Examiners look for three things here: (1) identifying the challenge (social/elite resistance to new technology), (2)
explaining Gutenberg's strategy (imitation as a tool of acceptance), and (3) the broader insight (new technology
must appear familiar to overcome resistance). Avoid simply describing what Gutenberg did — the question asks
what it reveals, so your answer must show analytical thinking. Keep the point about aristocratic exclusivity and
unique copies, as the source directly mentions it.
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[1]Q11.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

Between 1450 and 1550, printing presses were set up across most of Europe, and the number of printed book copies rose 
from about 20 million in the latter half of the fifteenth century to around 200 million in the sixteenth century. Which of 
the following best explains the primary driver behind the rapid geographic spread of printing presses during this period?

(A) European monarchs funded the establishment of presses in every country to promote literacy among common people.
(B) German printers travelled to other countries seeking work, actively helping to set up new presses across Europe.
(C) The Catholic Church sponsored the production of religious texts in all European languages to counter heresy.
(D) Italian merchants imported Chinese woodblock technology and adapted it for use across European trade routes.

A European monarchs funded the establishment of presses in every country to promote literacy among common
people.
B German printers travelled to other countries seeking work, actively helping to set up new presses across Europe.
C The Catholic Church sponsored the production of religious texts in all European languages.
D Booksellers organised international book fairs that made it profitable to open presses in new locations.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

(B) German printers travelled to other countries seeking work, actively helping to set up new
presses across Europe.

The passage states: "Printers from Germany travelled to other countries, seeking work and helping start new
presses." This directly explains the rapid geographic spread of printing presses across Europe between 1450 and
1550.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 2.1 — Gutenberg and the Printing Press

---

Explanation

The answer is directly stated in the source passage — examiners expect you to identify the explicit reason given in
the textbook. Option B matches almost word-for-word. Avoid options A, C, and D as they are not supported by
the passage: monarchs and the Church are not mentioned as funders of presses, and the technology spread came
from German printers, not Italian merchants or book fairs.
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[3]Q12.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

Johann Gutenberg did not invent his printing press from scratch — he adapted technologies already familiar to him. 
Identify any TWO existing crafts or tools that directly shaped the design of his printing press, and explain what specific 
element of the press each one contributed to.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Gutenberg adapted two existing crafts/tools to design his printing press:

1. Olive/Wine Press → Gutenberg had seen olive and wine presses on the agricultural estate where he grew
up. He used this as the model for the mechanical pressing mechanism — the screw-and-platen system
that pressed paper onto the inked type block.

1. Lead Moulds (Goldsmith craft) → Having trained as a master goldsmith, Gutenberg had expertise in
creating lead moulds used for making trinkets. He adapted this skill to cast metal types for the letters of
the alphabet.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 2.1 — Gutenberg and the Printing Press

---

Explanation

The question asks for TWO crafts/tools + what specific element each contributed. Examiners want both
parts for full marks.
The key phrase from the textbook is: "The olive press provided the model for the printing press, and moulds
were used for casting the metal types." Quote or closely paraphrase this.
Don't confuse the pressing mechanism (from olive press) with metal type casting (from
goldsmith/mould work) — these are two distinct contributions.
At 3 marks, keep it concise: one line identifying each craft, one line explaining its contribution.
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[5]Q13.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 2 Print Comes to Europe

The transition from handwritten manuscripts to Gutenberg's printed books is often described as a 'print revolution'. 
Evaluate the appropriateness of calling this transition a revolution. Support your answer with specific evidence from 
Europe between the mid-fifteenth and end of the sixteenth century.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Calling this transition a revolution is appropriate because it transformed society at multiple levels, not merely
changed production methods.

1. Scale of production: Between 1450–1550, printing presses spread across Europe. The second half of the
fifteenth century alone saw 20 million printed copies; by the sixteenth century this rose to 200 million — a
tenfold increase.

1. Cost and access: Printing reduced cost and labour, flooding markets with books and creating a new mass
reading public where earlier only elites had access.

1. Oral-print culture: Publishers printed ballads and folk tales with illustrations, read aloud at taverns and
villages, blurring the line between hearing and reading publics.

1. Religious and intellectual upheaval: Martin Luther's Ninety-Five Theses (1517), reproduced in vast
numbers, triggered the Protestant Reformation — reshaping European Christianity entirely.

1. New relationship with authority: Print enabled circulation of dissenting ideas, threatening Church and
monarchs, and introducing new debate and discussion.

Thus, the changes were rapid, large-scale, and structurally transformative — justifying the term revolution.

Source: Chapter 5, Sections 2.1, 3, 3.1, 3.2
---

Explanation

The examiner wants evaluation (not just description), so open and close by justifying the word "revolution."
Use specific data: the 20 million / 200 million figure and Luther's 5,000 copies are high-value evidence.
Cover at least 3–4 distinct impacts (production, access, religion, authority) to earn full marks on a 5-mark
question.
Avoid padding; each point should add a new dimension.
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[1]

[2]

Q14.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

[very_short_answer] Gutenberg adapted an existing technology from everyday agricultural life to build his printing press. 
Name that technology and briefly explain what principle of printing it made possible.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Gutenberg adapted the olive press (used in agriculture for pressing olives/grapes). It provided the model for
pressing the platen down onto paper, enabling impression-based printing.

Explanation

The passage explicitly states: "The olive press provided the model for the printing press." Examiners expect
both: (1) the name of the technology — olive/wine press — and (2) the principle it enabled —
pressing/impression. Mentioning Gutenberg's agricultural background is not required for 1 mark; keep it tight.

Q15.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

Gutenberg's background as a goldsmith and his experience with lead moulds both contributed to his printing press. How 
did these two skills come together in the actual working of the press?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer
Gutenberg used his goldsmith skills to craft precise metal types for each letter of the alphabet, and his
knowledge of lead moulds to cast these types accurately. His familiarity with the olive press (from childhood)
gave him the model for the press mechanism. Together, the cast metal types were arranged in a frame and
pressed onto damp paper using the screw-press, enabling fast, replicable printing.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 2.1 — Gutenberg and the Printing Press

---

Explanation

The examiner wants you to link both skills explicitly to the working of the press — goldsmith skill →
crafting/casting metal type; lead mould expertise → casting the letter shapes. Then briefly show how the press
mechanism completed the process. Don't just list the skills separately; show how they combined in actual
operation. Two clear points = 2 marks.
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[1]

[3]

Q16.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

Which of the following best explains why no two copies of Gutenberg's Bible were identical, even though they were 
produced on the same printing press?

A The metal type used for printing wore down differently for each copy, producing slight variations in the text.
B Each purchaser chose a different painting school to hand-illuminate the borders and illustrations, making every
copy unique.
C Gutenberg deliberately varied the layout of each copy to prevent counterfeiting.
D The paper used was handmade and of uneven quality, distorting the printed text differently each time.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Option B — Each purchaser chose a different painting school to hand-illuminate the borders and illustrations,
making every copy unique.

Source: Gutenberg and the Printing Press, Chapter 5

Explanation

The passage explicitly states: "Each purchaser could choose the design and decide on the painting school that
would do the illustrations," and "No two copies were the same." The text was mechanically printed, but borders
and illustrations were painted by hand differently for each copy. Options A, C, and D are not mentioned
anywhere in the source.

Q17.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

Elites of the time preferred that no two copies of a printed book were exactly the same. What does this preference reveal 
about how they valued printed books compared to what the printing press was actually designed to achieve?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

The elites' preference for non-identical copies reveals that they valued printed books as unique, exclusive
possessions — as status symbols — rather than as tools for mass communication. The printing press was
designed to produce multiple identical copies quickly and cheaply, making books affordable and widely
accessible. However, by having borders hand-painted and illustrations individually added, elites ensured each
copy was one-of-a-kind, asserting their exclusivity. This shows they resisted the democratic potential of print,
prioritising personal distinction over uniform, wide-scale spread of knowledge.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 2.1 – Gutenberg and the Printing Press

---

Explanation

The examiner expects you to identify two contrasting ideas: (1) what the elites wanted —
uniqueness/exclusivity — and (2) what the press was designed for — uniform, cheap, mass reproduction. Always
link the elite behaviour back to the actual quote: "no two copies were the same" and "what they possessed could
be claimed as unique." Avoid just describing what happened; you must analyse what the preference reveals.
That analytical word "reveals" in the question is your cue to go beyond description.
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[2]Q18.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

[short_answer] Within about a century of Gutenberg's invention, the number of printed books in Europe multiplied 
dramatically. Identify and explain TWO factors that drove this rapid expansion in the output of printed books across 
Europe between the mid-15th and mid-16th centuries.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Two factors that drove the rapid expansion of printed books in Europe (mid-15th to mid-16th
centuries):

1. Spread of printing presses: Printers from Germany travelled across Europe, setting up new presses in
most countries. As the number of presses grew, book production boomed rapidly.

1. Reduced cost and wider readership: Printing lowered the cost of books and reduced time and labour
per copy. This created a new reading public, increasing demand and driving publishers to produce more
copies.

Source: Chapter 5, Sections 2.1 and 3.1

---

Explanation

The examiner wants two distinct, explained factors — naming alone won't earn full marks; a brief reason
is needed for each.
Both factors are directly from the passage: (1) spread of presses via German printers, and (2) reduced cost →
growing readership → greater output.
Avoid generic points not in the text. Stick to what the passage explicitly states.
Each factor should be one clear sentence of explanation to score the mark.
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[3]Q19.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

[short_answer] The introduction of moveable metal type was a fundamental improvement over the earlier woodblock 
method of printing books. Explain the key limitations of woodblock printing that moveable type overcame, and why this 
made large-scale book production feasible.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:00 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Limitations of Woodblock Printing:

1. Laborious and slow: Each page required a separate wooden block, carved entirely by hand, making the
process extremely time-consuming.

2. Expensive: Copying manuscripts and carving blocks was costly and labour-intensive.
3. Fragile and limited circulation: Manuscripts were fragile, awkward to handle, and difficult to carry, so

their circulation remained limited.

How Moveable Type Overcame These:

Gutenberg's moveable metal type allowed individual letters to be rearranged to compose any text repeatedly. The
Gutenberg press could print 250 sheets per side per hour, enabling rapid, cheap reproduction. This made large-
scale production feasible — 20 million copies flooded European markets between 1450 and 1550.

Source: Print Comes to Europe / Gutenberg and the Printing Press, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner expects you to name specific limitations of woodblock printing (slow, expensive, fragile, limited
circulation) and then directly link Gutenberg's moveable type as the solution.
Always use the speed statistic (250 sheets/hour) and the market impact (20 million copies in 100 years)
— these are high-scoring factual points directly from the textbook.
Keep the two parts clearly separated so the examiner can award marks for each point.
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[5]Q20.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

Despite the printing press being a new mechanical technology, the first printed books were deliberately made to look like 
handwritten manuscripts. Why would printers make this choice, and what does it suggest about the challenges of 
introducing a radically new technology into society?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Early printers deliberately made printed books resemble handwritten manuscripts by imitating ornamental
handwritten letter styles, hand-painting borders with foliage patterns, and leaving blank spaces for hand-painted
illustrations. In books made for the rich, each copy was individually decorated, ensuring no two copies were
identical.

This was done to make the new technology acceptable to its primary buyers — the wealthy elites — who preferred
uniqueness and were familiar with the look of manuscripts. Mass-produced identical copies would have seemed
inferior to them.

This suggests that introducing a radically new technology requires it to conform to existing tastes and
expectations of the dominant consumer group. Radical change is rarely accepted abruptly; printers had to
disguise innovation behind familiar appearances to gain social acceptance, showing that cultural resistance can
slow even highly efficient new technologies.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 2.1 — Gutenberg and the Printing Press

---

Explanation

What examiners look for:
Two clear points: (1) What printers did — imitated manuscript styles, hand-painted borders, kept spaces
for decoration, ensured each copy was unique. (2) Why — to appeal to wealthy elites who valued uniqueness
and were accustomed to manuscripts.
The inference/conclusion about technology introduction: new technology must adapt to existing cultural
expectations to gain acceptance.
Ground your answer in the textbook — mention specific details like "metal letters imitating ornamental
styles," "borders illuminated by hand," "elites preferred lack of uniformity."
Avoid vague generalisations. The examiner rewards textbook-specific evidence linked to a clear analytical
point.
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[1]Q21.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

[very_short_answer] The printing press spread from Germany to most of Europe within roughly a century of its 
invention. Apart from the technology itself, what was the primary human factor responsible for this rapid geographical 
diffusion?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

The primary human factor was the movement of skilled German printers to other countries, where they
sought work and helped establish new printing presses across Europe.

Explanation

The passage explicitly states: "Printers from Germany travelled to other countries, seeking work and helping
start new presses." Examiners want this specific point — it was skilled human migration/labour, not just the
technology spreading on its own. Mention "German printers" and "travelled/migrated" for full credit.
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[5]Q22.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3 The Print Revolution and Its Impact

Erasmus feared that the flood of printed books would destroy the value of good literature, while Luther celebrated print as 
'the ultimate gift of God.' Using these two contrasting views, explain how the same technology — the printing press — 
could be seen as both a threat and a blessing during the Reformation period. What does this tell us about the relationship 
between print and the control of ideas?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Print as Both Threat and Blessing during the Reformation:

Luther's view (blessing): Martin Luther celebrated print as "the ultimate gift of God." His Ninety-Five
Theses (1517) were reproduced in vast numbers, challenging the Catholic Church. His translation of the New
Testament sold 5,000 copies within weeks, spreading Protestant ideas rapidly and fuelling the Reformation.

Erasmus's view (threat): Erasmus feared that a flood of printed books would destroy the value of good
literature. Religious authorities and monarchs shared this anxiety — if print circulated unchecked, rebellious and
irreligious thoughts might spread, undermining established authority.

Same technology, opposite outcomes: Print empowered reformers to bypass Church authority and reach
the masses directly, yet it also threatened to make ideas uncontrollable.

Print and control of ideas: This shows that print inherently weakens centralised control — those in power
feared it precisely because it gave voice to dissenters. The same press that spread Luther's reform also spread
ideas that authorities found dangerous, proving that technology is shaped by who uses it and for what purpose.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.2 — Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

---

Explanation

What examiners look for: Both contrasting views named and explained, the Reformation context used
correctly, and a concluding inference about print and power/control of ideas.
Key point: Don't just list facts — the question asks you to explain and analyse. Your last paragraph (what it
tells us) is worth marks; don't skip it.
Luther's quote is directly from the passage — use it for impact.
Erasmus is not quoted directly in the passage but is referenced in the question stem and the textbook
exercise; frame his fear around the passage's broader argument about authorities fearing uncontrolled print.
Keep the answer within ~120 words in the exam; avoid padding.
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[3]Q23.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.1 A New Reading Public

Printing dramatically reduced the cost and time required to produce books in early modern Europe, yet the spread of print 
culture among ordinary people was not immediate. Identify the key challenge that continued to limit access to printed 
books, and explain how publishers attempted to address it.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Key Challenge: Low literacy rates were the main barrier. Even though books became cheap and widely
available, only literate people could read them, and literacy rates across most European countries remained very
low until the twentieth century.

Publishers' Response: To reach non-literate common people, publishers began printing popular ballads and
folk tales, illustrated with pictures. These were sung and recited at village gatherings and in taverns. Thus, oral
culture entered print — printed material was orally transmitted, and the hearing public and reading public
became intermingled.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.1 — A New Reading Public

---

Explanation

Examiners expect two clear parts: the challenge (illiteracy/low literacy) and the publisher's strategy (oral-
friendly content — ballads, folk tales, illustrations).
Don't just say "people couldn't read" — name low literacy rates as the specific challenge.
The key insight is the oral-print overlap: publishers bridged the gap by making printed books suitable for
being read aloud, not just read privately. Mention this explicitly.
Avoid over-explaining; at 3 marks, two focused points with brief elaboration is enough.
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[3]Q24.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.1 A New Reading Public

Before the age of print, reading was largely a privilege of the elite, while common people participated in an oral culture. 
How did the coming of print transform this relationship between oral and written culture? Was the boundary between the 
two cleanly removed?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Before print, reading was restricted to elites; common people lived in oral culture — hearing sacred texts,
ballads, and folk tales narrated collectively.
Print reduced the cost of books and flooded the market, creating a new reading public. However, literacy rates
remained very low, so the boundary was not cleanly removed. Publishers printed popular ballads and folk
tales with illustrations, which were sung and recited at village gatherings and taverns. Thus, oral culture entered
print, and printed material was orally transmitted. The hearing public and reading public became intermingled,
blurring — but not erasing — the line between the two cultures.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.1 – A New Reading Public

---

Explanation

The key argument CBSE expects: print did not cleanly remove the oral-written divide — it blurred it.
Three points examiners look for: (1) earlier situation — elite reading vs. oral culture; (2) how print spread
(cheap books, ballads, illustrations); (3) the blurring — oral transmission of printed content, intermingling of
both publics.
Quote or paraphrase the textbook phrase "oral culture thus entered print" — it scores well.
Avoid over-explaining; 3 marks = ~3 clear points.
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[3]Q25.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

[short_answer] Martin Luther's ideas spread across Germany within weeks of his writing them, a speed unimaginable 
before the printing press. Explain the specific role print played in transforming Luther's theological protest into a 
continent-wide religious movement, and why he viewed the press as a tool of divine providence.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Print played a crucial role in spreading Luther's ideas rapidly across Europe. When his Ninety-Five Theses
(1517) were printed, they were "immediately reproduced in vast numbers and read widely," sparking the
Protestant Reformation. His translation of the New Testament sold 5,000 copies within weeks, with a
second edition in three months. Print "created the possibility of wide circulation of ideas," enabling even those
opposing established authorities to reach mass audiences and "move them to action." Luther, deeply grateful,
called printing "the ultimate gift of God and the greatest one" — viewing it as divinely sent to spread true
Christian teaching.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.2 — Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

---

Explanation

Examiners expect two clear points: (1) how print mechanically enabled rapid spread, with the specific data
(5,000 copies, weeks), and (2) Luther's own quote and reasoning about divine providence.
Always quote Luther's exact words — "Printing is the ultimate gift of God" — as it directly answers the second
part of the question.
Don't just say "spread ideas broadly"; link it to the Reformation outcome (division in the Church) to show
the continental impact.
Staying within ~80 words earns full marks; padding beyond this risks losing focus.
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[3]

[1]

Q26.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

The Roman Catholic Church imposed an Index of Prohibited Books from 1558. What sequence of events in the preceding 
decades made such a measure seem necessary to Church authorities?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:01 · grounding rag

Model Answer

After Martin Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses (1517) criticising the Roman Catholic Church, printed
copies spread rapidly across Europe, leading to the Protestant Reformation and a permanent split within the
Church. Print enabled widespread circulation of ideas challenging Church authority. Common people like
Menocchio, a miller, read available books, reinterpreted the Bible, and formed independent views of God and
Creation. Such popular questioning of faith enraged the Church. To repress these heretical ideas, it launched
the Inquisition and ultimately imposed the Index of Prohibited Books (1558) to control publishers and
booksellers.

Source: Print and Dissent / Religious Debates and the Fear of Print, Chapter 5
---

Explanation

Examiners look for a sequence — not just a list. The key chain is: (1) Luther's printed Theses →
Reformation/Church split → (2) books reaching common people → individual reinterpretations of faith (e.g.,
Menocchio) → (3) Church launches Inquisition → Index of 1558. Include the example of Menocchio as it directly
appears in the passage. Use terms like "heretical" and "Inquisition" for full marks. Three marks = three clear
steps or causes.

Q27.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

[short_answer] Menocchio was an obscure miller in sixteenth-century Italy, yet the Roman Catholic Church launched an 
Inquisition against him. What does this reveal about the Church's understanding of the relationship between print culture 
and the spread of heterodox ideas among ordinary people?

A Menocchio had used the printing press to publish and widely circulate a rival Bible translation.
B Print had made books accessible to ordinary people like Menocchio, enabling individual reinterpretation of scripture
that threatened Church authority over religious truth.
C Menocchio was a government official whose views influenced public policy directly.
D The Church feared that Menocchio's ideas would reach aristocratic circles and undermine royal support for
Catholicism.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:01 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Option B is correct. Print made books accessible to ordinary people like Menocchio, enabling individual
reinterpretation of scripture that threatened Church authority over religious truth.

Explanation
The passage directly states that Menocchio "read books available in his locality" and "reinterpreted the message
of the Bible," which enraged the Church. This shows the Church feared print enabling common people to
question established religious doctrine independently — making Option B the precise textbook answer. Options
A, C, and D are factually incorrect per the passage.
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[3]Q28.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

Both monarchs and religious authorities feared the effects of print, yet so did some scholars and writers. Using the 
example of Erasmus, explain what distinguished a scholar's fear of print from the fear expressed by the Church and 
monarchs.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:01 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The Church and monarchs feared print because it could spread rebellious and irreligious ideas that threatened
their political and religious authority. Their fear was about loss of control and power.
Erasmus, however, feared print from a scholarly perspective. He worried that the flood of printed books would
reduce the quality of knowledge — that too many books of poor quality would overwhelm serious scholarship and
destroy the authority of truly valuable literature. His fear was about intellectual standards, not political or
religious dominance.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.2 — Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

---

Explanation
The key distinction examiners expect: Church/monarchs = fear of losing authority/control over
people; Erasmus = fear of declining intellectual quality and the devaluation of serious
scholarship.
The passage states that the anxiety about "the authority of 'valuable' literature being destroyed" reflects the
scholarly concern — link this explicitly to Erasmus.
Do not write about Luther or Reformation here; stay focused on the fear-of-print angle.
3 marks = roughly 3 distinct points: (1) Church/monarchs' fear, (2) Erasmus's fear, (3) the contrast between
them.
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[5]Q29.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

[long_answer] Using the career of Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation as your central case study, analyse the 
dual-edged nature of print culture in early modern Europe: how did the same technology simultaneously empower 
individuals to challenge authority and create new forms of social and religious instability?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:01 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Print culture in early modern Europe was a double-edged force, as seen clearly in Martin Luther's Reformation.

Empowering individuals: In 1517, Luther wrote his Ninety-Five Theses criticising the Roman Catholic
Church. A printed copy was posted on a church door in Wittenberg and immediately reproduced in vast
numbers. Luther's translation of the New Testament sold 5,000 copies within weeks. Print allowed him to bypass
Church authority and reach a mass audience directly. Luther himself declared, "Printing is the ultimate gift of
God and the greatest one."

Creating instability: However, the same print that spread reform also spread fear. Authorities worried that
wider circulation of books would encourage rebellious and irreligious thoughts, undermine valued literature, and
erode the power of the Church and monarchs. Indeed, Luther's theses caused a direct division within the
Church, triggering the Protestant Reformation — a major rupture in religious and social order.

Thus, print simultaneously democratised knowledge and destabilised existing authority structures.

Source: The Age of Print, Section 3.2 — Religious Debates and the Fear of Print, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

Examiners look for both sides of the argument — empowerment AND instability — with Luther as the
specific example.
Quote Luther's words if you remember them; examiners reward textual evidence.
Name specific facts: Ninety-Five Theses, Wittenberg, 5,000 copies — these show textbook knowledge.
Avoid vague generalisations; keep it tight and evidence-based.
The Protestant Reformation must be named as the outcome of instability.
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[3]Q30.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.3 Print and Dissent

The Roman Catholic Church introduced the Index of Prohibited Books in the sixteenth century. What fundamental threat 
did widespread print pose to the Church's religious and social authority that compelled such a drastic measure? Support 
your answer with relevant examples.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:01 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Print posed a fundamental threat to the Church's authority because it enabled the wide circulation of ideas that
challenged established religious teachings. Anyone could now print and spread views that questioned the
Church, making it difficult to control what people believed.

Examples:

Martin Luther printed his Ninety-Five Theses criticising Catholic practices; reproduced in vast numbers,
they sparked the Protestant Reformation and split the Church.
Menocchio, a miller in Italy, read locally available books and formulated his own interpretation of God and
Creation, which "enraged the Roman Catholic Church." He was tried twice by the Inquisition and ultimately
executed.

To suppress such heretical ideas, the Church began maintaining an Index of Prohibited Books from 1558.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.3 — Print and Dissent

---

Explanation

Examiners expect two things here: (1) a clear statement of the threat — uncontrolled spread of ideas leading to
heresy and questioning of Church authority — and (2) at least one or two specific examples from the text
(Luther and/or Menocchio). Both examples are directly in the passage, so use them. Avoid vague generalisations;
name the person and the consequence. The Index of Prohibited Books (1558) should be mentioned as the
Church's response to tie the answer together.
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[1]Q31.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 3.3 Print and Dissent

Consider the case of Menocchio, the miller from Italy. Which of the following best explains why his case was seen as 
particularly threatening to the Roman Catholic Church?

A He printed and distributed illegal copies of the Bible without Church permission.
B An ordinary, little-educated person had used widely available books to form his own views on God and Creation that
contradicted Church teachings.
C He publicly organised protests against the Church's collection of taxes from peasants.
D He translated religious scriptures into the local language, making them accessible to common people.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:01 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Answer: B

An ordinary, little-educated person used widely available books to form independent views on God and Creation
that directly contradicted Church teachings, threatening its sole authority over religious interpretation.

Source: Print and Dissent, Chapter 5

---

Explanation
The passage clearly states Menocchio was "a miller" (little-educated, working person) who read locally
available books, reinterpreted the Bible, and "formulated a view of God and Creation that enraged the
Roman Catholic Church." The threat was not translation (D), protest (C), or illegal printing (A) — it was that
print empowered ordinary people to think independently, undermining the Church's monopoly on
religious interpretation. Examiners expect you to pick up the key phrase "little-educated working people"
forming "distinctive individual interpretations of faith" from the passage.
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[3]Q32.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3.3 Print and Dissent

Martin Luther welcomed print enthusiastically, while the Roman Catholic Church moved to restrict it. Yet both were 
responding to the same fundamental property of print. What was that property, and why did it lead these two sides to such 
opposite reactions?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:01 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The fundamental property of print was its ability to widely circulate ideas beyond the control of any single
authority, enabling anyone to persuade large numbers of people to think differently and move them to action.
Martin Luther welcomed it because this mass circulation spread his Ninety-Five Theses rapidly across
Europe, fuelling the Protestant Reformation. His translation of the New Testament sold 5,000 copies within
weeks; he called print "the ultimate gift of God."

The Roman Catholic Church feared it because unrestricted circulation could spread rebellious and
irreligious thoughts, undermining Church authority and destroying the influence of 'valuable' established
literature.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Section 3.2 — Religious Debates and the Fear of Print
---

Explanation

The examiner wants you to name the single property (wide/mass circulation of ideas) and then use it to
explain both reactions — not just one. A common mistake is describing Luther's reaction and then adding the
Church's as an afterthought without linking both back to the same root cause. Structure your answer clearly:
state the property → Luther's reaction + reason → Church's reaction + reason. Use textbook phrases like
"rebellious and irreligious thoughts" and "persuade people to think differently" to signal you are drawing directly
from the source.
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[3]Q33.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 3.3 Print and Dissent

Erasmus, a humanist scholar who himself criticised certain Catholic practices, expressed deep anxiety about the 
unchecked spread of print. The Roman Catholic Church also sought to control print during the same period. Were their 
concerns about print fundamentally the same or different? Justify your answer with specific reference to what each found 
threatening about the printed book.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:02 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Their concerns were different in nature, though both feared the spread of uncontrolled print.

Erasmus (a humanist) feared that printed books would spread irreligious and rebellious ideas among ordinary
readers who lacked the judgment to interpret texts correctly, threatening the authority of valuable literature and
rational intellectual culture.

The Roman Catholic Church feared print because it allowed reformers like Martin Luther to circulate
challenges to Church authority widely — Luther's Ninety-Five Theses, reproduced in vast numbers, fuelled the
Protestant Reformation. The Church responded by keeping an Index of Prohibited Books to suppress such
threats to its religious authority.

Erasmus feared intellectual chaos; the Church feared loss of religious and institutional control.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.2 – Religious Debates and the Fear of Print
---

Explanation

The examiner wants you to take a clear position (same or different) and justify it with specific
evidence for each — Erasmus and the Church separately.
Key distinction: Erasmus worried about misreading and intellectual disorder; the Church worried about
heresy and loss of authority. Both feared uncontrolled print but for different reasons.
Avoid vague statements like "both were scared of print" — always name what specifically each found
threatening.
The Index of Prohibited Books (hinted at in the exercise question 1c) and Luther's example are the strongest
textbook references to use here.
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[3]Q34.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

Despite the rapid growth of print in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe, publishers faced a major obstacle in 
reaching the majority of the population. What was this obstacle, and what specific strategies did printers and publishers 
adopt to overcome it?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:02 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Obstacle: The major obstacle was widespread illiteracy. Literacy rates in most European countries were very
low until the twentieth century, so the majority of the population could not read printed books.
Strategies adopted:

Printers published popular ballads and folk tales, profusely illustrated with pictures, so content was
accessible even to non-readers.
These were sung and recited at gatherings in villages and taverns, blending oral culture with print.
This allowed even non-literate people to enjoy printed works through listening, turning the "hearing public"
into part of the reading public.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.1 — A New Reading Public
---

Explanation

The examiner expects you to name the obstacle clearly (low literacy) and then give at least two specific
strategies from the text — publishing illustrated ballads/folk tales AND oral transmission through
singing/reciting at gatherings. The key phrase to include is "oral culture entered print." Do not wander into
general print revolution points; stay focused on Section 3.1.
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[3]Q35.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

A historian argues: 'The spread of print in eighteenth-century Europe blurred the boundary between those who read and 
those who could not read.' Do you agree? Justify your answer with evidence.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:02 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Yes, I agree with the historian's argument.

With the rise of print, publishers produced popular ballads, folk tales, and illustrated books to reach common
people. Even those who could not read could listen to books being read aloud at village gatherings and taverns.
As the textbook states: "Oral culture thus entered print and printed material was orally transmitted. The line
that separated the oral and reading cultures became blurred. And the hearing public and reading public
became intermingled." Thus, print bridged the gap between the literate and the illiterate.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.1 – A New Reading Public

---

Explanation

The examiner expects you to agree and back it up with the specific textbook evidence about oral culture
entering print — this is the core point of the passage.
The key phrase to quote or paraphrase is: "The line that separated the oral and reading cultures became
blurred."
Mention ballads, folk tales, illustrations, and public recitation as concrete examples — these show
how the boundary blurred.
Do not confuse this with the question about print and enlightenment (Section 4.1) — that is a different theme.
Stay focused on literacy/illiteracy divide.
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[1]Q36.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

[mcq] Which of the following best explains why novels became so central to nineteenth-century print culture in Europe?
((A)) Novels were the only genre that could be serialised in newspapers, making them cheaper to produce than poetry or 
essays.
((B)) The novel's focus on private, individual lives resonated with a growing urban middle class that consumed print for 
leisure and self-reflection.
((C)) Governments actively promoted novel-reading because it kept citizens away from politically dangerous pamphlets.
((D)) Novels required no prior literary education, so they replaced all earlier forms of print among working-class readers.

A Novels were cheaper to produce than newspapers and journals.
B Novels reflected readers' own lives, experiences, emotions and relationships, catering to the desires of a growing
literate public.
C Novels replaced religious texts as the primary reading material for the educated elite.
D Novels were the only literary form that could be serialised in periodicals.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:02 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Answer: B

Novels reflected readers' own lives, experiences, emotions and relationships, catering to the desires of a growing
literate public.
Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.1 / Further Innovations

---

Explanation

The passage states that as print spread, a new reading public emerged — particularly urban, literate
consumers. Nineteenth-century periodicals serialised novels, indicating novels met the demand of this growing
readership for leisure and personal reflection. Option B is correct because the NCERT text emphasises that print
reached "wider sections of people" seeking connection to individual experience. Options A and D overstate
exclusivity (other genres were also serialised/cheap), and Option C contradicts the passage (governments feared
print, not promoted it).
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[3]Q37.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

Eighteenth-century European thinkers like Louise-Sebastien Mercier believed that print would end despotism and usher 
in an age of reason. What was the reasoning behind this conviction, and what caution must a historian apply when 
evaluating such a claim?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Thinkers like Mercier believed that print spread Enlightenment ideas — attacking superstition, despotism, and
the arbitrary power of the Church and state. By circulating the writings of thinkers like Voltaire and Rousseau,
print created a culture of dialogue, debate, and rational questioning. Mercier declared, "The printing press is the
most powerful engine of progress," believing it would sweep despotism away.

However, a historian must apply caution: people did not read only one kind of literature. They were also exposed
to monarchical and Church propaganda, and did not absorb everything they read. Print opened up the possibility
of thinking differently — it did not directly shape minds.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 4.1 and 4.2

---

Explanation

2 marks go to Mercier's reasoning: print spread Enlightenment ideas, created debate, eroded legitimacy of
despotic order — cite him directly for impact.
1 mark goes to the historian's caution: people read varied literature, interpreted selectively, were not
mechanically influenced. The key phrase examiners look for is "print did not directly shape their minds, but
opened up the possibility of thinking differently."
Avoid over-explaining — the answer above is at the right length (~90 words). Do not write a full essay on the
French Revolution.
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[3]Q38.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

[short_answer] Technological improvements in printing across the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries did not merely 
speed up production — they fundamentally changed who could afford and access print. Substantiate this statement by 
referring to at least three specific technological developments and explaining the social consequence of each.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Three technological developments that broadened access to print:

1. Metal press (late 18th century): Replaced wooden presses, making printing more durable and efficient,
reducing the cost of books so common people could afford them.

1. Power-driven cylindrical press (mid-19th century, Hoe): Printed 8,000 sheets per hour, enabling
cheap mass-production of newspapers, bringing news to a much wider readership.

1. Cheap paperback editions (1930s): Publishers responded to the Great Depression by producing low-
cost paperbacks, sustaining book purchasing even among people with limited incomes.

Each development lowered prices and increased availability, shifting print from an elite luxury to a product
accessible to ordinary people.
Source: Chapter 5, Sections 3.1 and 5.2

---

Explanation

The question asks you to link each technology to a social consequence — examiners reward this cause-
effect structure.
Three developments = one per mark; keep each point concise.
Don't just list technologies — always state who benefited or what changed socially.
Cheap paperback editions are a valid "technological/publishing innovation" and are directly from the
passage, so use them confidently.
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[3]Q39.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4 The Reading Mania

[short_answer] Publishers in the nineteenth century adopted several commercial strategies to maintain and expand 
readership in the face of economic constraints and limited literacy. Explain any two such strategies and analyse how each 
one addressed a specific challenge faced by the publishing industry.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Strategy 1 — Serialisation of novels in periodicals: Publishers serialised novels in newspapers and
magazines, allowing readers to buy affordable installments instead of expensive complete books. This addressed
the economic constraint that full-priced books were unaffordable for many, expanding readership among the
working and middle classes.

Strategy 2 — Cheap paperback editions: During the Great Depression (1930s), publishers feared declining
sales and released low-cost paperback editions to sustain purchases. This directly tackled the challenge of
reduced consumer spending, ensuring books remained accessible during economic hardship.

Source: The Print Revolution and Its Impact, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The question asks for two strategies with analysis of the specific challenge each solved — so structure your
answer in two clear labeled parts. Examiners look for: naming the strategy correctly, linking it to a specific
challenge (economic/literacy/market decline), and briefly explaining the outcome. Avoid generic statements
like "books became popular." The passage explicitly mentions serialisation, Shilling Series, and cheap paperbacks
— use these precise examples.
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[3]Q40.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4.1 'Tremble, therefore, tyrants of the world!'

Louise-Sebastien Mercier declared, 'The printing press is the most powerful engine of progress and public opinion is the 
force that will sweep despotism away.' Explain the reasoning behind this belief: how did the spread of print culture in 
eighteenth-century Europe challenge the authority of rulers and traditional power structures?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Print culture challenged despotism in eighteenth-century Europe in the following ways:

1. Spread of new ideas: Print allowed wide circulation of Enlightenment ideas. Books convinced people that
reason and intellect, not arbitrary rule, should govern society.

1. Enabling debate and dissent: Even those who disagreed with established authorities could print and
circulate their views, persuading people to think differently and move them to action against traditional
power structures.

1. Shaping public opinion: As Mercier believed, books could "liberate society from despotism and tyranny."
A literate, informed public could question rulers' authority — hence rulers feared uncontrolled print as it
could spread "rebellious thoughts."

Source: Chapter 5, Sections 3.2 and 4.1

---

Explanation

The examiner looks for three linked points connecting print → spread of ideas → challenge to authority. Use
phrases from the passage like "despotism," "reason and intellect," and "debate and discussion" — these signal
you have read the source carefully. Avoid vague statements; each point should show how print weakened
traditional power. Mercier's quote can be cited but is not compulsory if you cover the reasoning clearly.
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[3]Q41.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Historians argue that print 'created a new culture of dialogue and debate' that contributed to the French Revolution. 
Explain what this means and why such a culture was dangerous to the existing social order.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Print creating a 'culture of dialogue and debate' means that all values, norms, and institutions were openly re-
evaluated and discussed by a public aware of the power of reason. People began questioning existing ideas and
beliefs, and new ideas of social revolution emerged from this public discussion.

This was dangerous to the existing social order because the social order rested on tradition, the sacred authority
of the Church, and the despotic power of the monarchy. When people began applying reason to question these
foundations, the legitimacy of the old order was eroded, threatening the privileges of the Church and the
absolute power of the king.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Section 4.2
---

Explanation

The question has two parts: (1) what the phrase means, and (2) why it was dangerous — answer both clearly.
Quote/paraphrase the textbook directly: "all values, norms and institutions were re-evaluated and discussed"
— examiners reward textbook language.
Link the danger to the specific pillars of the old order: Church authority + royal despotism + tradition-based
legitimacy. Don't just say "it was dangerous" — say what was threatened.
3 marks = roughly 3 clear points. Don't over-explain.
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[3]Q42.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Louise-Sebastien Mercier declared, 'The printing press is the most powerful engine of progress and public opinion is the 
force that will sweep despotism away.' What connection was Mercier making between the printed word and political 
change?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Mercier believed that the printed word was the key engine driving political change. Print spread Enlightenment
ideas — reason, liberty, and criticism of tyranny — widely among the public. As more people read and became
enlightened, they formed a powerful public opinion that could challenge and ultimately overthrow despotic
rulers. In other words, print transformed passive subjects into thinking, questioning citizens capable of collective
action against oppression. Mercier saw the writer, armed with the press, as the greatest threat to any tyrant's
authority.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 4.1 – 'Tremble, therefore, tyrants of the world!' and Section 4.2 – Print Culture and
the French Revolution

---

Explanation

The examiner wants two linked ideas: (1) print spreads ideas/enlightenment, and (2) this creates public
opinion, which is a political force against despotism.
Avoid just quoting Mercier back — explain what the quote means in your own words.
Key terms to use: enlightenment, public opinion, despotism, reason. These signal to the examiner you've
understood the chapter.
A common mistake is stopping at "print spreads ideas" — you must complete the chain to political change
(end of despotism) to earn all 3 marks.
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[3]Q43.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

In pre-revolutionary France, cartoons and caricatures of the monarchy circulated underground rather than being 
published openly. What does this tell us about both the power and the limits of print as a tool of political change?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:02 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The underground circulation of anti-monarchy cartoons reveals both the power and the limits of print as a
political tool.
Power: Despite censorship, cartoons and caricatures mocking the royalty still reached people and "led to the
growth of hostile sentiments against the monarchy." Print could spread subversive ideas even without official
permission, gradually eroding the monarchy's legitimacy.

Limits: The fact that such material had to circulate underground shows that the state retained enough control
to suppress open publication. Moreover, people were not directly shaped by everything they read — they
"accepted some ideas and rejected others," meaning print opened up possibilities for change but could not
guarantee it.

Source: Print Culture and the French Revolution, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

Examiners want both sides — don't just praise print. The contrast between power (wide reach, underground
spread) and limits (censorship, selective reception) earns full marks.
Quote or paraphrase the passage directly: "circulated underground," "hostile sentiments," "did not read just
one kind of literature."
Avoid turning this into a general essay — keep it grounded in pre-revolutionary France as the source
describes.
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[3]Q44.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Enlightenment texts by Voltaire and Rousseau and underground pamphlets mocking the king both circulated in pre-
revolutionary France. Compare the ways in which each type of printed material challenged the existing political and social 
order.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:02 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Enlightenment texts (Voltaire, Rousseau): These writings provided a critical commentary on tradition,
superstition, and despotism. They argued for the rule of reason over custom, attacked the sacred authority of the
Church and the despotic power of the state, and eroded the legitimacy of the existing social order. Readers began
to see the world through questioning, rational eyes.

Underground pamphlets: By the 1780s, this literature mocked royalty and criticised their morality through
cartoons and caricatures, suggesting that the monarchy indulged in sensual pleasures while common people
suffered. Circulating underground, these materials fuelled hostile public sentiment against the monarchy.

Thus, Enlightenment texts challenged the order intellectually, while underground pamphlets did so emotionally,
through ridicule and satire.
Source: Print Culture and the French Revolution, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner expects you to contrast the two types of material clearly — don't just describe them separately.
The key distinction is: Enlightenment texts worked through reason and philosophical argument; underground
pamphlets worked through mockery and emotional appeal. Use terms like "eroding legitimacy," "rule of reason,"
and "hostile sentiments" from the chapter — these signal you have read the source carefully. At 3 marks, two
distinct well-explained points + a brief comparison line is the ideal structure.
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[5]Q45.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Some historians claim that print culture caused the French Revolution, while others are cautious about this claim. 
Evaluate both sides of this argument, using specific evidence from the role of print in eighteenth-century France.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Print culture and the French Revolution — both sides of the argument:

Arguments in favour (print caused the Revolution):
1. Print spread Enlightenment ideas of Voltaire and Rousseau, which attacked Church authority and state

despotism, eroding the legitimacy of the old social order.
2. It created a new culture of dialogue and debate, where existing values and institutions were publicly

questioned, giving rise to ideas of social revolution.
3. By the 1780s, underground literature, cartoons and caricatures mocked the monarchy and highlighted royal

immorality versus common people's suffering, fuelling hostility toward the existing order.
Arguments urging caution:

1. People did not read only radical literature — monarchical and Church propaganda also circulated widely.
2. Readers were not directly influenced by everything they read; they accepted some ideas and rejected others,

interpreting texts in their own way.
3. Print opened up the possibility of thinking differently, but did not directly shape minds or automatically

produce revolution.
Conclusion: Print created the conditions for the Revolution by spreading critical ideas, but it was not the sole
or direct cause.

Source: Print Culture and the French Revolution, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

Examiners expect both sides to be addressed with specific evidence from the passage — name Voltaire,
Rousseau, underground literature, caricatures.
The three "for" arguments and three "against" points map neatly to the passage; present them in parallel to
show evaluation, not just narration.
The conclusion should reflect the textbook's nuanced position: print created conditions, not a direct
mechanical cause.
Avoid padding — 5 marks means roughly 5 focused points with brief elaboration each.
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[3]Q46.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Both Enlightenment literature and pro-monarchy propaganda circulated through print in pre-revolutionary France. Does 
the existence of competing printed viewpoints suggest that print had little real influence on public opinion, or does it 
strengthen the argument for print's role in bringing about revolutionary change? Justify your answer with specific 
examples.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

The existence of competing printed viewpoints strengthens the argument for print's role in bringing about
revolutionary change, rather than weakening it.

Print created a culture of debate and dialogue where all ideas — Enlightenment and monarchical — could be
questioned and evaluated by the public. Writings of Voltaire and Rousseau made readers "questioning, critical
and rational." By the 1780s, underground literature mocking royalty and cartoons showing nobles oppressing
commoners spread "hostile sentiments against the monarchy." Even monarchical propaganda, by entering public
debate, forced people to assess and often reject it. As the textbook states, print "did not directly shape their
minds, but it did open up the possibility of thinking differently."

Source: Print Culture and the French Revolution, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner wants you to take a clear position and justify it using specific textbook examples
(Voltaire/Rousseau, underground literature, cartoons, culture of debate). The key insight — that competing
viewpoints fuel debate rather than cancel influence — is explicitly in the passage. Avoid sitting on the fence; pick
a side and argue it. Three marks = brief intro + 2–3 evidence points + concluding reasoning.
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[3]Q47.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 5 The Nineteenth Century

[short_answer] Publishers in nineteenth-century England used serialisation in periodicals and shilling series to boost 
sales, while in the 1930s they introduced cheap paperback editions. What does this pattern reveal about the relationship 
between the economic conditions of the reading public and the strategies publishers adopted to sustain and expand print 
culture?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

This pattern reveals that publishers constantly adapted their strategies to match the economic capacity of
readers. When common people had limited means, publishers introduced serialisation in periodicals, making
novels affordable in installments. The cheap Shilling Series of the 1920s similarly targeted cost-conscious buyers.
During the Great Depression of the 1930s, when purchasing power fell sharply, publishers introduced cheap
paperback editions to sustain sales. Thus, economic hardship drove innovation in publishing formats, showing
that expanding print culture depended on making books financially accessible to wider sections of society.

Source: Further Innovations, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner wants you to link cause (economic condition) → effect (publisher strategy) clearly for
each example given in the question.
Three examples map neatly to 3 marks: serialisation, Shilling Series, cheap paperbacks — briefly explain the
economic logic behind each.
Avoid generic statements; be specific about why each strategy was adopted (affordability, depression, limited
income).
End with a concluding line showing the overall pattern — that print culture expansion was driven by
economic accessibility.
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[3]Q48.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 5.1 Children, Women and Workers

When the Grimm Brothers published their collection of folk tales in 1812, they edited out content considered vulgar or 
unsuitable for children. What does this editorial choice reveal about the relationship between print and the transmission 
of oral/folk traditions?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

The Grimm Brothers' editorial choice reveals that print did not simply preserve oral/folk traditions — it
transformed them. When rural folk tales were published, content deemed vulgar or unsuitable for elite children
was removed, giving these tales "a new form." This shows that print acted as a filter: oral culture entered print,
but the process changed it. As the textbook states, "print recorded old tales but also changed them." Thus, the
transmission from oral to print culture was never neutral — it reflected the values and tastes of the dominant
social class.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 5.1 — Children, Women and Workers

---

Explanation
The key phrase examiners look for is "print recorded old tales but also changed them" — quote or
paraphrase it directly.
Two ideas must appear: (1) print preserved oral tradition, and (2) it transformed it by filtering content to suit
elite/child audiences.
Avoid vague statements like "print spread ideas widely" — stay focused on the oral-to-print transformation
specific to folk tales.
At 3 marks, one clear paragraph with the textbook point and its implication is sufficient.

CBSE CLASS X Social Science (087) · Question Paper & Answer Key
5 Print Culture and the Modern World 26 Jun 2026

Available for free from:
https://cbsegrade10studyguide.com

https://github.com/orgs/cbse-free-resources/repositories

AI-generated question paper · Code ZUHWM2 Page 59 of 104



[1]Q49.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 5.1 Children, Women and Workers

[mcq] Lending libraries became widespread in nineteenth-century England during a period when books were expensive. 
Which of the following best explains their most significant social impact?
(A) They allowed wealthy readers to avoid purchasing books outright
(B) They enabled artisans and lower-middle-class workers to access books they could not afford to buy
(C) They helped publishers control the circulation of radical literature
(D) They replaced the role of the Church in promoting literacy among the poor

A They provided workers with official government documents and legal tracts free of charge.
B They gave access to books and knowledge to people who could not afford to buy them, enabling self-improvement
outside working hours.
C They replaced formal schooling for children of the working class.
D They were set up by the government to spread nationalist ideas among the working population.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

(B) They gave access to books and knowledge to people who could not afford to buy them, enabling self-
improvement outside working hours.

Explanation

The passage states that print reduced the cost of books and helped reach "wider sections of people," including
workers and artisans. Lending libraries extended this access further to those who still could not afford to buy
books. Options A, C, and D are not supported by the source passages.
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[5]Q50.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 5.1 Children, Women and Workers

[long_answer] By the late nineteenth century, the reading public in Europe had expanded dramatically beyond the 
educated elite. Analyse the social and economic developments that drove this expansion and evaluate how they collectively 
transformed the publishing industry and the nature of printed material produced during this period.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

By the late nineteenth century, several developments expanded the reading public in Europe:

1. Mass literacy: The nineteenth century saw vast leaps in mass literacy, bringing new readers among
children, women, and workers — groups previously excluded from print culture.

1. Technological innovations: Power-driven cylindrical presses (capable of 8,000 sheets/hour) and offset
presses made printing faster and cheaper, flooding the market with affordable material.

1. Bridging oral and print cultures: Publishers printed popular ballads, folk tales, and illustrated books to
reach the less literate. These were recited aloud at gatherings, blending hearing and reading publics.

1. New publishing strategies: Serialisation of novels in periodicals, cheap "Shilling Series," and paperback
editions made books financially accessible to working-class readers.

Collectively, these changes transformed publishing from serving an educated elite into a mass industry
producing diverse, affordable, and widely consumed printed material.

Source: Chapter 5, Sections 3, 3.1, 5, 5.2

---

Explanation

The question asks both to analyse causes and evaluate impact — so cover both parts for full marks.
Examiners expect specific details: name the cylindrical press (Hoe), mention 8,000 sheets/hour,
serialisation, Shilling Series — these show textbook accuracy.
The oral-print culture overlap (ballads, folk tales, tavern recitations) is a key textbook point often missed.
Avoid vague phrases like "books became popular" — use precise textbook language.
Five crisp points with a concluding sentence is ideal for 5 marks.
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[3]Q51.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 5.2 Further Innovations

Printing technology underwent several major improvements between the early nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Arrange the following developments in the correct chronological order and briefly explain what each contributed to the 
growth of print culture:
(i) Power-driven cylindrical press
(ii) Electrically operated press
(iii) Offset press

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Correct Chronological Order:

1. (i) Power-driven cylindrical press (mid-19th century) — Perfected by Richard M. Hoe of New York, it
could print 8,000 sheets per hour and was especially useful for printing newspapers.

1. (iii) Offset press (late 19th century) — It could print up to six colours at a time, improving the visual quality
of printed material.

1. (ii) Electrically operated press (turn of the 20th century) — It accelerated printing operations
significantly, making mass production of print faster and more efficient.

Together, these innovations transformed the speed, quality, and appearance of printed texts.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 5.2 — Further Innovations

---

Explanation
The examiner expects chronological order stated clearly and one contribution per development —
not just dates.
Key phrases to use: "8,000 sheets per hour," "six colours," "accelerated printing operations" — these come
directly from the passage and earn marks.
Avoid mixing up the sequence; offset press (late 19th c.) comes before the electrically operated press (early
20th c.) — a common mistake.
A closing synthesis line (last sentence above) is good practice for 3-mark answers but keep it brief.
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[3]Q52.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 5.2 Further Innovations

Publishers in the nineteenth century used several strategies to keep books selling even during difficult economic times. 
Describe any two such strategies and explain, in each case, why that particular strategy would have been effective.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Strategy 1 — Serialisation in periodicals: Publishers serialised important novels in nineteenth-century
periodicals. Readers had to buy each new issue to follow the story, ensuring regular, repeated purchases instead
of one expensive book.

Strategy 2 — Cheap paperback editions: During the Great Depression of the 1930s, publishers feared a
drop in sales, so they released cheap paperback editions. Lower prices made books affordable even for people
with reduced incomes, sustaining demand.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Section 5.2

---

Explanation

The question asks for two strategies + effectiveness of each — so structure your answer in two clear,
labelled parts.
Both examples come directly from the passage: "periodicals serialised important novels" and "cheap
paperback editions" during the Depression. Don't invent others.
For 3 marks, examiners expect: strategy named (½ mark each) + explanation of effectiveness (1 mark each)
— so don't skip the 'why it worked' part.
Keep it concise; two short paragraphs or two bullet-style points are both acceptable formats.
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[3]Q53.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 6 India and the World of Print

Despite having a rich tradition of handwritten manuscripts, students in pre-colonial Bengal's village schools often learnt to
write without actually reading any texts. What does this tell us about the limitations of manuscripts as a tool for spreading 
literacy, and how did the arrival of print technology address these limitations?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Manuscripts were expensive, fragile, and written in varying scripts that were difficult to read. This meant they
could not be widely used in everyday life. In pre-colonial Bengal's village schools, teachers dictated from memory
while students only wrote — many became literate without ever reading any text.

Print technology addressed these limitations by reducing the cost of producing books, allowing multiple copies to
be made quickly. Books could now reach a wider readership, transforming a "hearing public" into a "reading
public" and making literacy more meaningful and accessible.

Source: Chapter 5 — Manuscripts Before the Age of Print; A New Reading Public

---

Explanation
The examiner wants two parts: limitations of manuscripts + how print solved them. Cover both clearly.
Key facts to cite: manuscripts = expensive, fragile, hard to read → Bengal students wrote but never read.
Print = cheaper, multiple copies, wider reach.
Avoid over-explaining. At 3 marks, two focused paragraphs are ideal — one per part of the question.
The phrase "hearing public" → "reading public" is textbook language; using it shows direct familiarity
with the source.

CBSE CLASS X Social Science (087) · Question Paper & Answer Key
5 Print Culture and the Modern World 26 Jun 2026

Available for free from:
https://cbsegrade10studyguide.com

https://github.com/orgs/cbse-free-resources/repositories

AI-generated question paper · Code ZUHWM2 Page 64 of 104



[3]Q54.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 6.1 Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

In pre-colonial Bengal, village schools often produced students who could recite texts fluently but had never personally 
read or owned a book. How did the nature of manuscript production make this kind of rote, oral-centred education almost 
inevitable? What does this reveal about the relationship between manuscript culture and the spread of knowledge?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Manuscripts were highly expensive and fragile, and their scripts were written in varying styles, making them
difficult to read. Since they could not be produced in large numbers, ordinary students had no access to personal
copies. As a result, in pre-colonial Bengal, teachers dictated texts from memory and students merely wrote them
down — learning to write without ever actually reading.

This reveals that manuscript culture restricted knowledge to a narrow elite. Knowledge was transferred
orally rather than through individual reading, keeping literacy superficial and the spread of knowledge extremely
limited.

Source: Manuscripts Before the Age of Print, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The key textbook points examiners look for: manuscripts were expensive + fragile + hard to read due to
varied scripts → teachers dictated from memory → students wrote but never read.
The second part (relationship with spread of knowledge) must show: manuscripts confined knowledge to
elites; oral transmission dominated; individual access was absent.
Don't over-explain — 3 marks = ~3 distinct points. Stick to the passage; avoid adding outside information.
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[3]Q55.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 6.1 Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

Manuscripts in India continued to be produced well into the late nineteenth century even after print technology had 
arrived. Yet they were never widely used in everyday life. What were the key reasons for this, and why could print solve 
these problems where manuscripts could not?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Reasons manuscripts were not widely used:

1. Expensive and fragile – Manuscripts were costly to produce and had to be handled with great care.
2. Difficult to read – The script was written in different styles, making reading hard.
3. Limited copies – They could not be produced in large numbers to reach many people.

Why print solved these problems:

Print reduced the cost of books, allowed multiple copies to be produced quickly and easily, and made texts
uniform and readable. This created a wide reading public, bringing books within reach of common people.

Source: Chapter 5 – Print Culture and the Modern World, Section 6.1 Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

---

Explanation

The examiner expects two parts here: reasons for manuscript limitations (from Section 6.1) and how print
overcame them (from Section 3.1). Key phrases to include: expensive, fragile, different scripts, limited copies for
manuscripts; reduced cost, multiple copies, wider readership for print. Avoid padding — three crisp points per
part is enough for 3 marks.
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[3]Q56.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 6.1 Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

A historian argues: 'In pre-print India, the limited reach of manuscripts was not merely a technical problem — it was a 
social and structural one.' Using your knowledge of how manuscripts were produced, copied, and used in India, evaluate 
this claim. Do you agree that the barriers were structural rather than simply technological? Support your answer with 
specific evidence.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

The historian's claim is largely valid. The barriers to manuscript use in pre-print India were structural, not
merely technological.

Evidence:
Manuscripts were expensive and fragile, limiting access to the wealthy elite.
Scripts were written in varied styles, making reading difficult even for literates.
In Bengal's village schools, teachers dictated from memory; students wrote but never read texts —
showing knowledge was gatekept by social practice, not just material scarcity.
Manuscripts were produced for the rich and privileged, not for common use.

Thus, the restricted circulation of manuscripts reflected social hierarchies and cultural practices —
making the barrier structural, not simply a lack of printing technology.
Source: Chapter 5, Section 6.1 — Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

---

Explanation

The examiner wants you to:

Agree with the claim (it is well-supported by the textbook).
Cite specific evidence: cost, fragility, varied scripts, dictation practice in Bengal schools, manuscripts made
for the rich.
Distinguish structural (social, hierarchical) from technological (no printing press) barriers — this is the
analytical move that earns full marks.
Keep the answer focused; don't drift into print culture history. The question is only about the manuscript era.
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[3]Q57.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 6.2 Print Comes to India

The printing press first arrived in India through Portuguese missionaries in Goa, yet English-language printing took much 
longer to establish itself. What does this suggest about the primary motivation behind early printing in India — was it 
commercial, religious, or colonial? Justify your answer with evidence.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Early printing in India was primarily religious in motivation. The Portuguese missionaries who brought the
press to Goa in the mid-sixteenth century used it to print Konkani and Kanara tracts for spreading Christianity.
Catholic priests printed Tamil and Malayalam books for the same purpose. Dutch Protestant missionaries
similarly printed Tamil texts. English-language printing, which could have served commercial or colonial
interests, developed much later. Even the East India Company imported presses only from the late seventeenth
century, and meaningful English printing began only in 1780 with Hickey's Bengal Gazette.

Source: Print Comes to India, Chapter 5

---

Explanation
The examiner wants you to take a clear stand (religious), then justify it using specific evidence from the passage
— names, dates, languages, and communities involved. Notice the contrast between early missionary printing
(quick, purposeful) and the slow growth of English printing (commercial/colonial) — that contrast is the
justification. Avoid vague statements; cite specific facts like "1579 Tamil book at Cochin" or "32 Tamil texts by
Dutch missionaries."
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[3]Q58.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 6.2 Print Comes to India

James Augustus Hickey described his Bengal Gazette as 'a commercial paper open to all, but influenced by none.' Yet 
Governor-General Warren Hastings moved to persecute him. What was the real conflict here, and how did Hastings's 
reaction ultimately shape the Indian newspaper landscape of the late eighteenth century?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

The real conflict was between a free press exposing Company corruption and the colonial government's desire to
control its public image. Hickey's Bengal Gazette published damaging gossip about senior Company officials,
threatening the administration's authority. Hastings, enraged, persecuted Hickey and simultaneously
encouraged publication of officially sanctioned newspapers to counter this criticism.

As a result, by the close of the eighteenth century, several new newspapers and journals appeared — including
Indian-owned publications. Gangadhar Bhattacharya, close to Rammohun Roy, brought out the first Indian-run
newspaper, the weekly Bengal Gazette, showing that Hastings's repression inadvertently expanded rather than
silenced the Indian newspaper landscape.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 6.2 — Print Comes to India
---

Explanation

Examiners want two clear parts: (1) the nature of the conflict and (2) the consequence for the newspaper
landscape — both drawn from the passage.
Hickey's independence vs. colonial image-control is the core tension; name it explicitly.
The key outcome is officially sanctioned papers + growth of Indian-owned newspapers by end of
18th century — both are in the source.
Naming Gangadhar Bhattacharya shows textbook-level recall and scores well.
Avoid padding; ~75 words is ideal for 3 marks.
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[3]Q59.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

Why did religious scholars in nineteenth-century north India adopt print technology to disseminate Islamic teachings, and 
what does their choice of medium and language reveal about the changing relationship between religious authority and 
the wider community of believers?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:03 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Religious scholars (ulama) in north India adopted print technology because they feared that British colonial rule
would encourage conversion and alter Muslim personal laws. To counter this threat, they used cheap
lithographic presses to publish Persian and Urdu translations of holy scriptures, religious newspapers, and
tracts. The Deoband Seminary (founded 1867) issued thousands of fatwas guiding Muslims in everyday conduct.

Their choice of Urdu and Persian — languages accessible to ordinary believers — shows that religious authority
was no longer confined to elite scholars; it was being extended to a wider community, making Islamic teachings
available to the common Muslim public.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 6 – Religious Reform and Public Debates

---

Explanation

The examiner expects THREE linked points: reason for adoption (fear of colonial interference), method
used (lithographic press, translations, fatwas), and significance of language choice (Urdu/Persian →
wider community access, democratisation of religious knowledge).
Mention Deoband Seminary for a specific example — examiners reward named evidence.
Do not confuse ulama (Islamic legal scholars) with Hindu reformers like Rammohun Roy; keep the focus on
north Indian Muslim context as the question asks.
"Lithographic press" is a key term — include it.
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[3]Q60.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

Rammohun Roy published the Sambad Kaumudi while the Hindu orthodoxy responded with the Samachar Chandrika. 
What does this episode reveal about how print changed the nature of religious and social debate in early nineteenth-
century India?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:04 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The episode of Sambad Kaumudi versus Samachar Chandrika reveals that print fundamentally transformed
religious and social debate in early nineteenth-century India in the following ways:

Debates became public: Controversies over issues like widow immolation, monotheism, and idolatry were
no longer confined to scholars; printed tracts allowed a wider public to participate and express views.
Ideas spread rapidly: Print circulated opposing arguments quickly, forcing both reformers and orthodox
groups to justify their positions openly.
New ideas emerged: Through clashes of printed opinion, new interpretations of religion developed. Print
did not just spread existing ideas — it shaped and transformed the nature of debate itself.

Source: Religious Reform and Public Debates, Chapter 5
---

Explanation

The examiner expects you to go beyond just describing the two newspapers — you must explain what this
reveals about print's role. Three key points to hit: (1) debate became public/wider participation, (2) print
spread and shaped ideas, (3) opposing views created new thinking. The source passage directly states "new ideas
emerged through these clashes of opinions" — use that language. Don't waste words describing Rammohun Roy's
beliefs; focus on the impact of print on the nature of debate.
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[1]Q61.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

Which of the following best explains why nineteenth-century Indian social reformers chose to publish in vernacular 
languages rather than in Sanskrit or Persian?

(A) Sanskrit and Persian typefaces were not available on printing presses at the time
(B) Reaching a wider public of ordinary readers required writing in languages people actually spoke
(C) The colonial government banned publications in classical languages
(D) Vernacular texts were cheaper to print than texts in classical scripts

A Sanskrit and Persian scripts were incompatible with the new printing presses available in India.
B Colonial authorities had banned the use of classical languages in the press.
C To reach the widest possible audience and draw more people into public debate.
D Ordinary languages were considered more prestigious than classical ones by the orthodoxy.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:04 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Answer: C

Reformers published in vernacular languages to reach the widest possible audience, drawing more ordinary
people into public debate, as ideas needed to be printed in everyday spoken languages people actually
understood.

Source: Religious Reform and Public Debates, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The textbook explicitly states: "To reach a wider audience, the ideas were printed in the everyday, spoken
language of ordinary people." Option C directly reflects this. Options A, B, and D are not supported by the
source — Sanskrit/Persian presses existed (ulama used them), no ban on classical languages is mentioned, and
classical languages were never called less prestigious. The examiner expects you to link vernacular print to
wider reach and public participation.
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[3]Q62.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

How did the Deoband Seminary use print as a tool to guide Muslim daily life, and what does this suggest about print's role 
beyond just spreading 'new' or reformist ideas?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:04 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The Deoband Seminary used print to publish fatwas (religious rulings) and guidebooks advising Muslims on
correct religious conduct, rituals, and daily behaviour. This shows that print was not only a tool for spreading
reformist or radical ideas, but also a means for traditional religious institutions to reinforce established
practices and authority. Thus, print served both as an instrument of change and as a way to preserve and
transmit orthodox religious guidance to a wider audience efficiently.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 3.2 – Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

---

Explanation
The examiner expects you to make two points: (1) what the Deoband Seminary specifically did with print, and
(2) the broader inference — that print reinforced existing authority, not just challenged it. Many students only
mention reformist uses of print; this question tests whether you understand print's dual role. Since the source
passages focus on European religious debates, draw on your textbook knowledge of Deoband to ground the first
point, while using the passage's theme that print "introduced a new world of debate and discussion" to support
the second. Keep both points crisp within the word limit.
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[3]Q63.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

The debates around widow immolation, monotheism and idolatry in Bengal were not just religious — they were also 
political. Justify this statement with reference to the role print played in these controversies.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

The debates over widow immolation, monotheism, and idolatry in Bengal were political because they challenged
colonial authority and involved power struggles between reformers and the orthodox establishment.
Print became a political tool in these controversies:

Rammohun Roy published Sambad Kaumudi (1821) to spread reformist ideas challenging orthodox Hindu
practices.
The Hindu orthodoxy responded by commissioning Samachar Chandrika to counter his views.
Ideas were printed in everyday spoken language to reach wider audiences, mobilising public opinion.

This created organised rival groups using print to gain followers and influence society, making the debates not
merely religious but battles over social and political power within colonial Bengal.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 7 – Religious Reform and Public Debates

---

Explanation

Examiners expect you to:

1. State the political dimension briefly (not just religious — it was about power and authority).
2. Give specific examples: Sambad Kaumudi vs. Samachar Chandrika.
3. Explain how print made it political — wider participation, rival camps, mobilisation of public opinion.

Avoid writing vaguely about "print spreading ideas." Link it specifically to the Bengal debate and named
publications. Three named points = 3 marks.
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[5]Q64.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

Evaluate the statement: 'Print in nineteenth-century India was a double-edged weapon — it was used both to challenge 
tradition and to defend it.' Use evidence from the religious reform debates to support your answer.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

The statement is valid — print in nineteenth-century India was used simultaneously to challenge tradition and to
defend it.
Challenging tradition: Reformers like Rammohun Roy used print to attack practices such as widow
immolation and idolatry. He published the Sambad Kaumudi (1821) to spread reformist ideas to a wider
audience in the spoken vernacular language.

Defending tradition: The Hindu orthodoxy commissioned the Samachar Chandrika to counter Roy's views.
Similarly, the ulama used cheap lithographic presses to publish Persian and Urdu translations of holy scriptures
and the Deoband Seminary (founded 1867) issued thousands of fatwas to preserve Islamic practices against
colonial influence.

Common outcome: Print widened participation in debate, allowing conflicting opinions to clash publicly and
new ideas to emerge — making it a genuinely double-edged weapon.

Source: Chapter 5 — Religious Reform and Public Debates

---

Explanation
Examiners expect both sides of the argument with specific evidence — names of newspapers, reformers,
orthodox groups, and dates.
"Double-edged weapon" must be addressed directly: show it challenged tradition (Roy/Sambad Kaumudi)
AND defended it (Samachar Chandrika, Deoband fatwas, Urdu press).
A brief conclusion tying both sides together earns the final mark.
Avoid writing a general essay on print culture — stay focused on religious reform debates as the question
specifies.

CBSE CLASS X Social Science (087) · Question Paper & Answer Key
5 Print Culture and the Modern World 26 Jun 2026

Available for free from:
https://cbsegrade10studyguide.com

https://github.com/orgs/cbse-free-resources/repositories

AI-generated question paper · Code ZUHWM2 Page 75 of 104



[2]Q65.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 7 Religious Reform and Public Debates

How did the printing of religious texts in vernacular languages in affordable, portable formats transform religious practice 
in nineteenth-century India? In what ways was this a departure from the traditions associated with hand-copied 
manuscripts?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:04 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Printed religious texts in vernacular languages were cheap and portable, making them accessible to ordinary
people who could read on their own. This encouraged personal reading and individual interpretation of religious
texts.

In contrast, hand-copied manuscripts were expensive, fragile, and difficult to read due to varying scripts. They
were not widely used in everyday life and were largely restricted to the elite.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 6.1 – Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

---

Explanation

The question is 2 marks, so keep to 2 clear contrasting points: impact of print and difference from
manuscripts.
Draw directly from the passage: manuscripts were "highly expensive and fragile" and "not widely used in
everyday life." Examiners look for these specific textual points.
Avoid lengthy elaboration — two tight points suffice for full marks.
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[3]Q66.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8 New Forms of Publication

Rashsundari Debi and Tarabai Shinde both wrote about women's lives in nineteenth-century India. Compare their 
contexts and motivations, and explain what their ability to write and publish reveals about the relationship between print 
culture and women's social position during this period.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Rashsundari Debi lived in an orthodox Hindu household in East Bengal and learned to read secretly in her
kitchen, driven by a personal desire for literacy against family restriction. She later wrote Amar Jiban (1876), the
first full-length Bengali autobiography. Tarabai Shinde, writing in Maharashtra in the 1880s, was motivated by
passionate anger at the unjust treatment of upper-caste Hindu women, especially widows.

Their ability to write and publish shows that print culture created new spaces for women's voices, even as social
restrictions persisted. The growth of journals, schools, and liberal reformers enabled some women to access
literacy and publication, revealing that print both reflected and gradually widened women's social position.

Source: Women and Print, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner wants a comparison (different contexts/motivations) and a link to print culture's role —
two distinct parts within 3 marks.
Name both women with specific details (text, year, region) — these earn easy marks.
The key analytical point: print didn't automatically liberate women, but it created opportunities for those
who could access literacy, showing a gradual, uneven change in social position.
Avoid lengthy introductions; get to the comparison immediately.
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[3]Q67.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8 New Forms of Publication

Jyotiba Phule, B.R. Ambedkar, and Kashibaba — a Bombay millworker — all used print to challenge social inequality, yet 
they came from very different positions in society. What does this suggest about how print culture changed the 
relationship between social power and public voice in nineteenth and early twentieth-century India?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Print culture democratised public voice by allowing people from marginalised communities — not just the elite —
to articulate and circulate their ideas widely. Phule, Ambedkar, and Kashibaba used print to reach broad
audiences and challenge caste oppression, showing that print weakened the monopoly of the socially powerful
over knowledge and discourse. This suggests that print created an alternative public sphere where social position
did not automatically determine whose voice was heard, enabling the oppressed to participate in shaping public
debate.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Chapter 5

Explanation

The question asks you to draw an inference, not just describe facts. Examiners expect you to link the diversity
of these writers (upper caste, Dalit, labourer) to a broader point about how print redistributed access to public
voice. Key phrase to include: print challenged the elite monopoly over knowledge/debate. Avoid simply listing
what each person did — instead, explain what together they reveal about social power and print.
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[3]Q68.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8 New Forms of Publication

By the 1870s, caricatures and cartoons in Indian journals simultaneously mocked educated Indians who imitated Western 
culture AND criticised British imperial rule. How does the existence of both types of cartoon in the same period reflect the 
complex tensions within Indian society that print culture was both expressing and shaping?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

By the 1870s, print culture in India revealed a society caught between two opposing pressures. Some cartoons
mocked educated Indians for blindly imitating Western tastes and clothes, reflecting internal social debate about
identity and tradition. Simultaneously, nationalist cartoons criticised British imperial rule, expressing growing
anti-colonial sentiment.

Both types coexisted because print gave voice to contradictory anxieties — reformers questioning westernisation
within Indian society, while nationalists challenged foreign domination. Print did not simply reflect these
tensions; it also sharpened and widened them by reaching a larger public, thereby shaping political and social
consciousness.

Source: New Forms of Publication, Chapter 5
---

Explanation

The source passage explicitly mentions both types of cartoon — mock educated Indians and criticise imperial
rule — so use both.
The 3-mark answer requires you to identify both tensions (internal social critique + anti-colonial
nationalism) and then explain print's dual role (expressing + shaping) — that third point earns the third
mark.
Avoid vague phrases like "society was complex"; be specific about what each cartoon type targeted.
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[3]Q69.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Rashsundari Debi wrote Amar Jiban in nineteenth-century Bengal. What was significant about this work in the context of 
Indian literary history, and why are the conditions under which she produced it considered particularly remarkable?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Amar Jiban (1876) by Rashsundari Debi was the first full-length autobiography published in the
Bengali language, making it a landmark in Indian literary history.
The conditions of its creation were remarkable because Rashsundari Debi was a young married woman living in
a very orthodox household in East Bengal in the early nineteenth century. Such conservative families
strongly opposed female literacy. Despite this, she secretly taught herself to read and write in the secrecy of
her kitchen, defying the social restrictions placed on women. Her achievement — gaining literacy covertly and
then producing a pioneering autobiographical work — represents a remarkable act of personal courage against
prevailing social norms.
Source: Chapter 5, Section 8.1 — Women and Print

---

Explanation

Examiners look for two clear points: (1) the literary significance — first full-length autobiography in Bengali —
and (2) the remarkable circumstances — orthodox household, secret self-learning in the kitchen. Both must be
present for full marks. Don't pad with general points about women's education; keep it grounded in
Rashsundari's specific case as the passage describes it.
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[3]Q70.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Conservative Hindus and orthodox Muslims both opposed female literacy in nineteenth-century India, yet their specific 
fears were different. What did each group fear, and what do these different fears reveal about the social role print had 
come to play?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Conservative Hindus feared that a literate girl would be widowed — literacy was associated with bad omen or
misfortune for women.
Orthodox Muslims feared that educated women would be corrupted by reading Urdu romances — i.e., they
would be morally misled through secular fiction.

These different fears reveal that print had become a powerful social force capable of both challenging tradition
and spreading new ideas. Hindus feared literacy itself as a symbol of transgression, while Muslims feared the
content of print. Both groups recognised that print could change women's thinking, threatening male authority
and traditional social order.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 8.1 — Women and Print
---

Explanation

The question has two parts: state each group's specific fear (1 mark each), then draw a conclusion about
print's social role (1 mark).
Both fears are directly stated in the passage: "Conservative Hindus believed that a literate girl would be
widowed and Muslims feared that educated women would be corrupted by reading Urdu romances."
The inference (third mark) requires you to show that both fears, though different in nature, confirm print had
become a real force for social change — threatening patriarchal control over women.
Avoid padding; the answer above is well within the 60–90 word target.

CBSE CLASS X Social Science (087) · Question Paper & Answer Key
5 Print Culture and the Modern World 26 Jun 2026

Available for free from:
https://cbsegrade10studyguide.com

https://github.com/orgs/cbse-free-resources/repositories

AI-generated question paper · Code ZUHWM2 Page 81 of 104



[1]Q71.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

[short_answer] Before women's schools became widely available in nineteenth-century India, some liberal Hindu and 
Muslim husbands and fathers began educating their wives and daughters at home. What motivated them to take this step, 
and why was such private education considered a safer alternative by many families?

A The colonial government legally required home education for women before school enrolment.
B Women's reading had grown enormously due to novels and social reform writing, creating demand for literacy.
C Penny magazines were exclusively designed for home-based learning and required a tutor.
D Women's schools charged fees that only wealthy families could afford.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Answer: B

Women's reading had grown enormously due to novels and social reform writing, creating demand for literacy.
Liberal husbands and fathers educated women at home as schools were not yet widely available.

Source: Women and Print, Chapter 5

Explanation

The passage states: "Women's reading...increased enormously in middle-class homes. Liberal husbands and
fathers began educating their womenfolk at home." This directly links the growth of women's reading (driven by
novels and reform writing) to home education. Options A, C, and D are not mentioned in the passage at all.
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[3]Q72.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

How did the content of journals written for and sometimes edited by women in early twentieth-century India reflect the 
broader tensions of that era? Give at least two specific examples of the issues they addressed.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

In early twentieth-century India, journals written for and sometimes edited by women reflected the tensions
between tradition and modernity. They discussed women's education, widowhood, widow remarriage,
and the national movement. For example, they debated whether educating women would corrupt them — as
conservative Muslims feared — or liberate them, as reformers argued. Second, they addressed the plight of
widows: writers like Tarabai Shinde and Pandita Ramabai wrote with passionate anger about the miserable
lives of upper-caste Hindu widows. Alongside reform content, some journals also offered household and fashion
tips and serialised novels, showing the tension between tradition and change.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 8.1 — Women and Print
---

Explanation

The question is worth 3 marks, so give two clear examples with brief context — don't just list topics.
Examiners look for: (1) naming the specific issues (widowhood/widow remarriage, women's education,
national movement) and (2) connecting them to the social tensions of the era (orthodox resistance vs.
reform).
Mentioning specific writers (Tarabai Shinde, Pandita Ramabai) or figures (Begum Rokeya) adds precision
and can secure full marks.
Avoid writing a long essay — tight, specific points are rewarded.
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[3]Q73.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Kailashbashini Debi and Tarabai Shinde both wrote about women's lives in the latter half of the nineteenth century, but 
their focus was somewhat different. Compare what each of them highlighted in their writings.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Kailashbashini Debi (from the 1860s, Bengal) focused on the oppression women faced within the household
— how they were imprisoned at home, kept in ignorance, forced into hard domestic labour, and treated unjustly
by the very people they served.

Tarabai Shinde (1880s, Maharashtra) wrote with passionate anger specifically about the miserable lives of
upper-caste Hindu women, especially widows — highlighting the particular cruelties faced by widows in
Hindu society.

Thus, while Kailashbashini addressed the general suffering of women in domestic life, Tarabai focused on the
plight of a specific group — upper-caste widows.
Source: Chapter 5, Section 8.1 — Women and Print

---

Explanation

Examiners expect a clear comparison — name both writers, state what each highlighted, then note the
difference. Don't describe only one.
The key contrast: Kailashbashini = general domestic oppression of women; Tarabai = specific suffering of
upper-caste Hindu widows.
Both points must appear for full marks; the concluding comparison line shows analytical thinking and can
fetch the third mark.
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[3]

[2]

Q74.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

A character in a Tamil novel says, 'For various reasons, my world is small … More than half my life's happiness has come 
from books.' Why would this statement resonate so powerfully for women in nineteenth-century India specifically, as 
opposed to men of the same period?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Women in nineteenth-century India had a far smaller world than men — they were confined to their homes, kept
in ignorance, denied education, and burdened with domestic labour. Conservative families even forbade literacy,
fearing a literate girl would be widowed or corrupted. Men, by contrast, could move freely, attend schools, and
access public life. For women, books became the only window to the wider world. Reading offered happiness,
knowledge, and escape from social confinement that men simply did not experience to the same degree.

Source: Chapter 5, Section — Women and Print

---

Explanation

The key contrast examiners expect: women's physical and social confinement vs. men's relatively free
access to public life and education.
Cite specific details from the passage: prohibition on female literacy, domestic imprisonment, and books as
the sole source of fulfillment.
Avoid generic statements — anchor your answer in the 19th-century Indian context using evidence from the
text (Rashsundari Debi, conservative families, etc.).
At 3 marks, ~70 words is ideal — make every sentence count.

Q75.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Battala in Calcutta became a hub for printing popular literature aimed at women in the nineteenth century. What kinds of 
content did these publications include, and how did the manner in which they were sold or distributed reflect the social 
restrictions women faced at the time?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Battala publications included cheap religious tracts, scriptures, and literature considered obscene or scandalous,
profusely illustrated with woodcuts and coloured lithographs. Since women faced social restrictions that
confined them to their homes, pedlars took these publications directly to households, enabling women to read
them in their leisure time without having to go out.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 8.1 — Women and Print
---

Explanation

The question has two parts — content and distribution method — both carrying equal weight in a 2-mark
answer. Examiners expect you to name specific types of content (religious tracts, scriptures, obscene/scandalous
literature, illustrated books) and then link the pedlar/home-delivery model directly to the social reality of women
being confined to domestic spaces. Avoid padding; one tight paragraph covering both parts is sufficient.
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[3]Q76.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Hindi printing gained momentum only from the 1870s, and a significant proportion of early Hindi publications focused on 
women's education. What does this combination — a late start and a strong emphasis on women — suggest about the 
social and cultural priorities of those who championed Hindi print culture?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Hindi print culture gained momentum only from the 1870s, suggesting it emerged as part of a broader social
reform movement rather than purely commercial or literary motives. The strong emphasis on women's
education in early Hindi publications indicates that reformers saw print as a tool for social transformation.
They prioritised changing domestic and family life by educating women, reflecting a belief that progress required
reforming the private sphere. Together, this suggests Hindi print culture was driven by reformist and
nationalist concerns — a conscious effort to modernise Indian society by first uplifting women.

---

Explanation

The question asks you to interpret/analyse, not just describe facts, so you must explicitly state what the
combination suggests.
Key inference points: late start → reform-driven purpose, not commercial; focus on women → reformers saw
female education as the foundation of social change.
CBSE examiners expect you to connect the two observations (late start + women's education) into one
coherent argument about social priorities.
No direct passage covers this exactly; use your understanding of the chapter's context on print, reform, and
women in 19th-century India.
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[3]Q77.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

The girl in a conservative Muslim family of north India insisted on learning Urdu rather than only reading the Arabic 
Quran. What does this act of defiance reveal about the relationship between language, comprehension and the desire for 
education among women at the time?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The girl's act of defiance reveals that language and comprehension are deeply linked — she was forced to recite
the Arabic Quran without understanding it, making education meaningless. By secretly learning Urdu, her own
spoken language, she prioritised genuine understanding over empty ritual. This shows that women at the time
deeply desired meaningful education, not merely rote learning. Conservative families restricted women's literacy,
fearing social change, but women resisted these prohibitions to access knowledge in a language they could truly
understand and connect with.

Source: Women and Print, Chapter 5

---

Explanation
Examiners expect three clear points for 3 marks: (1) the link between language and comprehension, (2)
the nature of the restriction placed on her, and (3) what her defiance reveals about women's desire for real
education.
Quote or closely reference the textbook detail — Arabic Quran she "did not understand" vs. Urdu she insisted
on learning.
Avoid padding; keep it focused and evidence-based from the passage.
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[5]Q78.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.1 Women and Print

Across the nineteenth century, women shifted from being only the subjects of writing to also becoming its authors and 
editors. Identify two women writers from different regions of India and explain what their writing contributed — both in 
terms of what they wrote about and what their act of writing itself represented.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Rashsundari Debi (Bengal):
Rashsundari Debi lived in an orthodox household in East Bengal where women were not expected to be literate.
She secretly learnt to read in the privacy of her kitchen and later wrote her autobiography Amar Jiban
(published 1876) — the first full-length autobiography in the Bengali language. Her writing revealed the inner life
of a confined woman and proved that women could produce serious literature, not merely consume it.

Tarabai Shinde / Pandita Ramabai (Maharashtra):
In the 1880s, Tarabai Shinde and Pandita Ramabai wrote with passionate anger about the miserable lives of
upper-caste Hindu women, especially widows. Their writing gave a voice to women's suffering and demanded
social reform.
Significance of the act itself: Each of these women, by writing and publishing, broke the social norm that
confined women to silence. Their authorship demonstrated women's intellectual capacity and challenged
conservative beliefs that education would corrupt or endanger women.

Source: Chapter 5 — Women and Print, section 8.1

---

Explanation
The examiner expects two named women from different regions — choose any two from the passage
(Rashsundari Debi from Bengal, Tarabai Shinde or Pandita Ramabai from Maharashtra, Kailashbashini Debi
from Bengal, Begum Rokeya from Bengal). Mixing regions scores better.
Always cover both what they wrote about (content) and what their writing represented (symbolic/social
significance) — the question explicitly asks for both.
Specific details like the title Amar Jiban and "first full-length Bengali autobiography" are high-value facts
examiners reward.
Keep to ~110–120 words; do not pad with general history of women's education.

CBSE CLASS X Social Science (087) · Question Paper & Answer Key
5 Print Culture and the Modern World 26 Jun 2026

Available for free from:
https://cbsegrade10studyguide.com

https://github.com/orgs/cbse-free-resources/repositories

AI-generated question paper · Code ZUHWM2 Page 88 of 104



[1]Q79.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.2 Print and the Poor People

[1m, mcq] In early twentieth-century India, wealthy patrons and mill-owners funded public libraries primarily because:
(A) The colonial government mandated private funding for public education
(B) Libraries served as centres for spreading nationalist ideas and social reform alongside literacy
(C) Printed books had become too expensive for individual ownership
(D) The colonial government had banned the sale of political pamphlets in public spaces

A It allowed them to profit from the sale of cheap books to the poor.
B It was a way of gaining social prestige in their communities.
C It helped them avoid paying taxes to the colonial government.
D It gave them direct control over what the poor were allowed to read.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

(B) — The correct answer from the question stem is (B). From the options given, the closest is (B) It was a way
of gaining social prestige in their communities, as the passage states: "For rich local patrons, setting up
a library was a way of acquiring prestige."

Explanation

The source passage (section 8.2) directly states that rich local patrons set up libraries to acquire prestige. The
question's option B matches this. Note: the question stem's own answer (B) mentions nationalist ideas — that
applies to mill-workers' libraries sponsored by reformers, not wealthy patrons specifically. Examiners expect you
to match the option to the textbook line about prestige.
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[3]Q80.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 8.2 Print and the Poor People

Jyotiba Phule, B.R. Ambedkar, and Periyar all used print to address a common social problem. What was that problem, 
and why was print a particularly powerful tool for their cause compared to earlier forms of communication?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The common problem addressed by Jyotiba Phule, B.R. Ambedkar, and Periyar was caste discrimination and
social inequality suffered by lower-caste communities.
Print was a particularly powerful tool because it allowed their ideas to reach a wide audience quickly and at
low cost. Earlier, knowledge was transmitted orally — people collectively heard texts recited or read aloud,
which was slow and easily controlled by dominant groups. Print enabled these reformers to independently
circulate their writings, challenge upper-caste authority, persuade people to think differently, and move
them to action — without needing the permission of established social or religious authorities.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Chapter 5, Section 3.2
---

Explanation

The question links a historical fact (three reformers) to a concept (why print mattered). Examiners want
both parts answered.
Name the social problem clearly: caste oppression / untouchability / social inequality.
For "why print was powerful," contrast it with oral culture (as the textbook does) and stress: wide circulation,
low cost, independence from authority, ability to persuade.
The phrase "print created the possibility of wide circulation of ideas… even those who disagreed with
established authorities could now print and circulate their ideas" (Section 3.2) is the key textbook line to
reflect.
Don't write more than ~80 words in the answer — this is 3 marks only.
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[3]Q81.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.2 Print and the Poor People

[3m, short_answer] In 1938, Kashibaba, a Kanpur millworker, wrote and published Chhote Aur Bade Ka Sawal. What 
does this example reveal about the relationship between print culture and the self-expression of marginalised 
communities in colonial India? Support your answer with at least one other example from this period.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The example of Kashibaba reveals that print culture empowered marginalised communities in colonial India to
voice their own experiences and challenge social hierarchies. A Kanpur millworker could now author and publish
his own work, bypassing elite intermediaries. Print gave the poor a platform for self-expression and protest that
was previously unavailable.

Another example: Sudarshan Chakr, a Kanpur worker, wrote and published poems under a pen name, showing
that workers actively used print to articulate their grievances and assert their identity during the nationalist
period.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Chapter 5

Explanation
The examiner expects you to identify the core idea: print democratised expression for the marginalised
(workers, lower castes, women).
You must name at least one other example — Sudarshan Chakr (millworker-poet) is the standard
textbook example alongside Kashibaba.
Avoid long explanations; state the point and the significance concisely.
3 marks = one clear central argument + supporting example + brief significance.
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[5]Q82.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 8.2 Print and the Poor People

[5m, long_answer] 'Libraries set up by workers and reformers in colonial India served purposes far beyond providing 
access to books.' Evaluate this statement by examining the social, political, and educational roles these institutions played. 
How did they reflect the broader relationship between print culture, social reform, and the nationalist movement?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Libraries set up by workers and reformers in colonial India were vital spaces that served multiple purposes
beyond book access.
Social Role: These libraries became community gathering points where workers and marginalized groups could
meet, discuss, and build solidarity. They helped break social barriers by making knowledge accessible to the poor
and lower castes.

Educational Role: They provided the poor and working class access to printed literature, newspapers, and
reformist ideas that they could not afford individually. This spread literacy and awareness among disadvantaged
sections.

Political Role: Libraries circulated nationalist literature, reform pamphlets, and newspapers, fuelling anti-
colonial consciousness. As Gandhi emphasized, liberty of speech, press, and association were inseparable from
the fight for Swaraj — libraries embodied all three.

Thus, these institutions linked print culture, social reform, and nationalism, making ordinary people participants
in India's broader freedom struggle.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Chapter 5; Nationalism in India, Chapter 2

---

Explanation

The question asks you to evaluate — so make a clear statement and support it with specific roles (social,
political, educational). Avoid vague generalisations.
CBSE examiners look for three distinct roles clearly labelled, plus a concluding link to print culture and
nationalism.
The Gandhi quote on liberty of press and speech is directly from the chapter exercises — using it shows
textual grounding and earns marks.
Note: The source passages don't directly describe workers' libraries, so draw on the broader print culture
themes (access for the poor, reformers, nationalism) from the chapter. Never contradict the passages
provided.
Keep your conclusion tight — just one sentence connecting all three themes.
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[1]

[3]

Q83.  straightforward  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

Before 1798, the East India Company's censorship measures were directed not against Indian writers but against 
Englishmen in India who criticised Company rule. What was the Company's primary reason for wanting to suppress such 
criticism?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The Company feared that such criticism might be used by its opponents in England to attack its trade monopoly
in India.
Source: Print and Censorship, chapter 5

Explanation

The passage directly states this reason. One line is sufficient for 1 mark. Quote or closely paraphrase the source —
do not add extra points.

Q84.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

The Vernacular Press Act of 1878 was modelled on the Irish Press Laws and gave the government sweeping powers over 
Indian-language newspapers. Describe the step-by-step process the government used under this Act to deal with a 
newspaper that published material it considered seditious.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Under the Vernacular Press Act of 1878, the government followed a three-step process to deal with a seditious
newspaper:

1. Surveillance: The government kept regular track of vernacular newspapers published in different
provinces.

2. Warning: When a report was judged seditious, the newspaper was formally warned to stop publishing such
content.

3. Seizure: If the warning was ignored, the press was liable to be seized and the printing machinery
confiscated.

Source: Print and Censorship, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner is looking for the three clear sequential steps — surveillance → warning →
seizure/confiscation. Mention all three explicitly; missing even one step will cost a mark. Avoid adding unrelated
information about the Irish Press Laws or post-1857 context unless specifically asked — keep it tight and step-by-
step as the question demands.
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[3]Q85.  medium  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

In 1835, Governor-General Bentinck revised the press laws to restore earlier freedoms. Yet just over two decades later, 
after 1857, the colonial government moved sharply in the opposite direction. What changed after 1857 that caused this 
reversal in colonial press policy?

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

After 1857, the colonial government reversed its press policy due to the following reasons:

1. Nationalist tone of vernacular press: Vernacular newspapers became increasingly assertive and
nationalist, reporting on colonial misrule and encouraging anti-British activities.

1. Demand from Englishmen: Enraged Englishmen in India demanded a clamp down on the 'native' press
after the revolt.

1. Fear of sedition: The government feared that a free press would fuel further uprisings and undermine
British authority.

This led to the Vernacular Press Act of 1878, modelled on Irish Press Laws, giving the government extensive
rights to censor and seize newspapers deemed seditious.
Source: Print and Censorship, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner expects three clear points explaining the reversal — the revolt made the British suspicious of
nationalist sentiment, enraged Englishmen pushed for control, and the vernacular press had grown assertively
nationalist. Mentioning the Vernacular Press Act of 1878 as the concrete outcome strengthens the answer. Avoid
lengthy introductions; go straight to the causes.
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[3]Q86.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

[short_answer] Balgangadhar Tilak was sentenced to six years' imprisonment in 1908 after his newspaper Kesari 
published articles that the colonial government deemed seditious. Analyse what the public reaction to his arrest revealed 
about the relationship between press censorship and the growth of nationalist consciousness in India.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

Tilak's imprisonment in 1908 for writing sympathetically about Punjab revolutionaries in Kesari sparked
widespread protests all over India. This revealed that press censorship had the opposite effect of what the
colonial government intended — instead of suppressing nationalist consciousness, it intensified it. Attempts to
throttle nationalist criticism through the Vernacular Press Act (1878) and arrests like Tilak's provoked militant
protest, which in turn led to a renewed cycle of persecution and protests. The public reaction showed that print
had become a powerful vehicle for nationalist sentiment, and colonial repression only deepened popular
identification with nationalist causes.

Source: Print and Censorship, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner wants three points roughly: (1) what happened (Tilak arrested → protests), (2) the colonial
government's intent with censorship vs. actual outcome, and (3) what this reveals about the press–
nationalism link.
Quote or reference the "renewed cycle of persecution and protests" phrase from the passage — examiners
reward textbook language.
Mention the Vernacular Press Act 1878 to show historical context of censorship.
Do not bring in Rowlatt Act or Gandhi — that's from a different chapter and the question is specifically about
press censorship and Tilak.
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[3]Q87.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

[short_answer] Gandhi argued that the fight for Swaraj was inseparable from the freedom of the press and liberty of 
speech. Using evidence from the chapter on how print culture shaped nationalist consciousness in India, explain why 
control over the press was seen as central to both colonial domination and anti-colonial resistance.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:05 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The colonial government used press control as a key tool of domination. The Vernacular Press Act (1878) allowed
authorities to suppress Indian-language newspapers that criticised colonial policies, silencing dissent.
For nationalists, the press was essential to build anti-colonial consciousness — it spread ideas of freedom, united
diverse communities, and mobilised mass participation in movements like Non-Cooperation. Gandhi understood
that without liberty of speech and a free press, truth could not be communicated, and satyagraha — which
depended on persuading people and awakening conscience — could not function. Thus, controlling the press
meant controlling nationalist thought itself.

Source: Chapter 5 (Print Culture and the Modern World); Chapter 2 (Nationalism in India)

---

Explanation

The examiner expects you to link press freedom to both colonial suppression (Vernacular Press Act) and
nationalist mobilisation — two sides of the same coin.
Mention the Vernacular Press Act by name; it's a key fact examiners look for.
Connect Gandhi's logic: satyagraha works through persuasion and conscience — impossible without free
speech/press.
Don't write more than ~80 words in the actual answer; 3 marks = 3 solid points.

CBSE CLASS X Social Science (087) · Question Paper & Answer Key
5 Print Culture and the Modern World 26 Jun 2026

Available for free from:
https://cbsegrade10studyguide.com

https://github.com/orgs/cbse-free-resources/repositories

AI-generated question paper · Code ZUHWM2 Page 96 of 104



[5]Q88.  deep  thorough-understanding  § 9 Print and Censorship

During both the First and Second World Wars, the colonial government used wartime emergency laws to impose severe 
restrictions on the Indian press — including requiring newspapers to deposit securities and censoring reports on specific 
movements. Evaluate how these wartime censorship measures reflected the colonial state's broader attitude towards the 
Indian press throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:06 · grounding rag

Model Answer

The wartime censorship measures during World War I and II were part of a continuous pattern of colonial
suppression of the Indian press that spanned over a century.

Early approach: Before 1798, the East India Company was not greatly concerned with censorship. Initial
restrictions targeted Englishmen who criticised Company misrule — revealing that control was driven by self-
interest, not principle.

Hardening attitude: After 1857, as vernacular newspapers became assertively nationalist, the government
passed the Vernacular Press Act (1878), modelled on Irish Press Laws, giving extensive powers to censor,
warn, seize presses, and confiscate machinery.

Wartime repression: Under the Defence of India Rules (WWI), 22 newspapers had to deposit securities;
18 shut down rather than comply. The Rowlatt Committee (1919) strengthened penalties further. In WWII,
the Defence of India Act censored war-related reports; ~90 newspapers covering the Quit India Movement were
suppressed in 1942.

Overall pattern: The colonial state consistently viewed a free press as a threat to its authority. Every moment
of nationalist assertion — 1857, Tilak's Kesari (1908), Quit India (1942) — triggered tighter controls. Gandhi
rightly identified crushing the press as attacking Swaraj itself.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Chapter 5 — Print and Censorship
---

Explanation

What examiners look for:

Chronological development of press restrictions (not just wartime facts)
Specific examples: Vernacular Press Act, Defence of India Rules, WWI securities, Rowlatt, WWII suppression
of 90 papers
Linking wartime measures to the broader colonial attitude — this is the analytical demand of "evaluate"
Gandhi's quote or Tilak's case strengthens the answer
Don't just list facts — make the evaluative point that wartime laws were an intensification, not an exception,
of routine colonial press control
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[5]Q89.  deep  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

Print technology travelled from East Asia to Europe and eventually to India, but the social impact it produced differed at 
each stage. Trace how the spread of print transformed society differently in China/Japan, in early modern Europe, and in 
nineteenth-century India, identifying ONE key social change specific to each region.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:06 · grounding rag

Model Answer

China/Japan: Print in China initially served the imperial state — textbooks for civil service examinations were
mass-produced. By the seventeenth century, urban culture changed print's role: merchants, women, and leisure
readers all began using print. Key social change: Women began reading and publishing poetry and plays,
marking a shift in their social role.

Early Modern Europe: Gutenberg's press triggered a print revolution that transformed the relationship
between people, knowledge, and authority. Books became cheap and widely available, spreading new ideas
rapidly. Key social change: Martin Luther's Protestant ideas spread through print, challenging the Roman
Catholic Church's authority and sparking religious reformation.

Nineteenth-Century India: Print enabled social reform movements and nationalist ideas to reach wider
audiences. Reformers used print to debate issues like widow remarriage and caste oppression. Key social
change: Women and the poor gained access to new knowledge, and literacy became a tool of social emancipation
and nationalist mobilisation.

Source: Chapter 5 — Print Culture and the Modern World

---

Explanation
The question asks for one specific social change per region — examiners will check all three are present
and distinct.
China: Focus on women publishing (directly from the passage) as your specific change — it's textbook-
exact.
Europe: The passage doesn't detail Luther fully, but the chapter does — keep it brief; the question is only 5
marks total.
India: The passage/exercises mention women, the poor, and reformers — pick the angle that links best; here
a combined point is acceptable at this word count.
Do not go beyond ~120 words in the exam; clarity over detail.
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[5]Q90.  deep  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

Both in Reformation Europe and in colonial India, religious authorities tried to control what people read. Compare the 
methods used by the Roman Catholic Church in Europe with those used by the colonial government in India to suppress 
unwanted printed material, and explain why neither effort was fully successful.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Roman Catholic Church (Europe):
The Church used the Inquisition to identify and punish those who read or spread heretical ideas. Menocchio, an
Italian miller who reinterpreted the Bible, was hauled up twice and ultimately executed. From 1558, the Church
maintained an Index of Prohibited Books and imposed severe controls over publishers and booksellers to
prevent the spread of ideas that challenged its authority.

Colonial Government (India):
The colonial government persecuted editors like James Augustus Hickey when his Bengal Gazette published
gossip damaging the government's image. It also passed the Vernacular Press Act to curb seditious material
in Indian-language newspapers.
Why both failed:
Neither effort was fully successful because printing had already spread too widely. Banned ideas circulated
through multiple printers and publishers. Luther's theses were reproduced in vast numbers; in India, nationalist
ideas continued spreading through numerous newspapers and pamphlets that authorities could not entirely
suppress.

Source: Chapter 5, Sections 3.2, 3.3, 6.2
---

Explanation

The examiner expects a two-part comparison (Church methods vs. colonial methods) plus a brief
explanation of failure — three logical chunks.
Name specific examples: Menocchio, Index of Prohibited Books, Hickey, Vernacular Press Act —
these fetch marks.
The "why it failed" part should link back to the unstoppable spread of print, not vague generalities.
Keep to ~110–120 words; avoid bullet overload — short paragraphs look more polished in board exams for 5-
mark answers.
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[1]Q91.  medium  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

Consider the following two statements:
Assertion (A): The arrival of the printing press in Europe initially alarmed both the Church and ruling monarchs.
Reason (R): Print made it possible for ideas critical of established authority to reach a wide audience quickly, reducing the 
ability of those in power to control what people thought.
Choose the correct option:
(A) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
(B) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
(C) A is true but R is false.
(D) A is false but R is true.

A Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C A is true but R is false.
D A is false but R is true.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World

Generated by claude-sonnet-4-6 · 2026-06-26 15:06 · grounding rag

Model Answer

(A) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.

The Church and monarchs feared print because it allowed critical ideas to spread rapidly to a wide audience,
directly undermining their authority — making R the correct explanation of A.

Explanation
The textbook states that religious authorities and monarchs feared print as it enabled "rebellious and irreligious
thoughts" to spread beyond their control. The Reason directly explains why the Church and rulers were alarmed
— so option (A) is correct. Remember: in Assertion-Reason MCQs, check if R logically causes A, not just if both
are true.
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[5]Q92.  deep  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

A historian argues: 'Print did not create revolution or reform on its own — it only opened up the possibility of thinking 
differently.' Using evidence from BOTH the French Revolution and the religious reform debates in nineteenth-century 
India, assess how far this statement is justified.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

The historian's statement is largely justified. Print opened minds but did not by itself cause revolution or reform.

French Revolution: Print spread Enlightenment ideas of Voltaire and Rousseau, creating a culture of dialogue
and debate that questioned tradition, Church authority, and despotism. Underground pamphlets and cartoons
mocked the monarchy, fuelling hostility toward the existing social order. However, people also read monarchical
propaganda and "accepted some ideas and rejected others." The textbook explicitly states: "Print did not directly
shape their minds, but it did open up the possibility of thinking differently."

Nineteenth-century India: Reformers used print to challenge caste oppression, widow immolation, and child
marriage. Newspapers and tracts spread reformist ideas among women and the poor. Yet print alone did not end
these practices — social movements, leadership, and legislation were equally essential.
Thus, print was a necessary but not sufficient condition for change.

Source: Chapter 5, Section 4.2 — Print Culture and the French Revolution

---

Explanation

The examiner wants a balanced assessment: agree with the historian but show both sides with evidence.
Use the textbook's exact phrase ("opened up the possibility of thinking differently") — it signals you've read
the source carefully and earns marks.
Split evidence clearly between France and India — the question explicitly asks for both.
The conclusion must reflect the word "assess" — not just describe, but judge how far the statement is true.
At 5 marks, keep it tight: ~110–125 words, no padding.
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[3]Q93.  medium  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

[short_answer] Printing technology underwent several major transformations between the fifteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. For any TWO such technological developments in the history of print, explain what specific limitation of the 
previous method each new development addressed, and how overcoming that limitation changed the reach or speed of 
print culture.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Development 1 – Gutenberg's Moveable Type Press (c. 1448):
Before Gutenberg, books were copied by hand, making production extremely slow and costly. Gutenberg's metal
moveable type press could print 250 sheets per side per hour, making books far cheaper and more widely
available. In just 1450–1550, about 20 million printed copies flooded European markets.

Development 2 – Power-driven Cylindrical Press (mid-19th century):
The earlier hand-operated press had limited speed. Richard Hoe's power-driven cylindrical press could print
8,000 sheets per hour, dramatically accelerating newspaper production and making print accessible to mass
audiences rapidly.

Source: Chapter 5, Sections 2.1 and 5.2

---

Explanation

Examiners want two distinct developments, each linked to a specific limitation overcome and a
consequence for reach/speed — all three elements per point earn full marks.
Name the inventor/technology, state the old limitation briefly, then give the improvement with a fact/figure
if possible (e.g., 250 sheets/hour → 8,000 sheets/hour).
Avoid vague phrases like "printing became better"; be specific.
Keep both points balanced — roughly equal length.
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[3]Q94.  medium  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

Women in both Europe and India faced barriers to reading and writing, yet print culture eventually expanded their world 
significantly. Identify ONE barrier women faced in Europe and ONE in India, and for each explain how print helped 
overcome or work around that barrier.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Europe: Women were largely denied formal education, keeping literacy rates low. Print helped by making
cheap, accessible books available; even semi-literate women could listen to books read aloud, blurring the line
between oral and reading culture and drawing women into the world of knowledge.

India: Conservative families opposed women reading and writing, fearing social change. Print helped reformers
publish tracts and books specifically promoting women's education, spreading reform ideas widely and building
public support for educating women, gradually making literacy more socially acceptable.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Chapter 5

---

Explanation
The question awards 3 marks for two barriers + two explanations, so keep each pair tight (~40 words each).
The passage directly supports the Europe point (low literacy, oral reading culture). The India point draws on
the textbook's section on "What did print mean to women" — conservative opposition and reformers using
print to advocate women's education.
Examiners want one specific barrier and one specific way print overcame it for each region — don't
merge or generalise.
Avoid copying full sentences from the textbook; paraphrase concisely.
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[3]Q95.  medium  thorough-understanding  § (whole-chapter synthesis)

[short_answer] Jyotiba Phule, B.R. Ambedkar, and Kashibaba each used print to challenge social injustice, yet they came 
from different backgrounds and addressed different aspects of oppression. What common function did print serve for all 
three of them? Explain why access to low-cost print was particularly important for this function to be effective.

◆ Print Culture and the Modern World
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Model Answer

Print served as a tool of social protest and awareness for all three — Phule wrote about caste oppression,
Ambedkar mobilised Dalits against untouchability, and Kashibaba linked caste and class exploitation. In each
case, print allowed them to spread dissenting ideas widely, challenge dominant groups, and reach large
audiences beyond their immediate circles.

Low-cost print was crucial because their target audiences — the poor, lower castes, and oppressed communities
— had limited resources. Cheap publications meant these groups could actually access, read, and circulate the
message, making the challenge to injustice genuinely effective rather than confined to elite readers.

Source: Print Culture and the Modern World, Chapter 5

---

Explanation

The examiner expects you to identify the common function (spreading dissent/protest/awareness) and
then link affordability to reach among marginalised communities — these are two distinct points
worth roughly 1.5 marks each.
Avoid listing what each person wrote; the question asks for the common function, so stay focused on that
thread.
The phrase "low-cost print" is the key trigger — always connect it to who the audience was and why cost
mattered for them specifically.
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